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Up-hill work is hard work. 
to the Struggling hill work is easy work. 
who is struggling upward has God’s help in his 
struggle, while he who wants to go downward has no 


Down- 
But he 


God's Help 


help from God in that direction. If God gives help 
to a man going downward, God turns the man’s easy 
work into hard work, by helping him to work up- 
ward. It is better to have hard work with God’s 
help than to have easy work going down hill with- 
out the help of God. 


- 


Life manifests itself in activity. 

Right living is a right directing, 
and not a suppressing, of the activities. A man who 
is exercising a vigorous self-control while under the 
temptation to let loose his passions, has not suppressed 
his life forces, but merely changed their direction. 
A censorious carper is a busy man, but he is busy 
as a destroyer, not as an edifier. What he needs is, 


Curing the Carping 


not to be less active, but to change the direction of 
his activities. When he finds himself beginning to 
carp at a useful worker, let him go and do better, if 
he can, in that worker’s same field. His censorious- 
ness will then be apt to grow ‘‘fine by degrees, 
and beautifully less.”’ 

f _— a 


Majorities often rule ; but majori- 
ties cannot make right wrong, or 
make wrong right. 
hopeless minority may really be the correctest man 
in the community. The one man who stands out 
on the jury for a right verdict may have sound 
reason to complain of ‘‘the eleven obstinate men”’ 
who are against him. He alone stands where he 
ought to stand. The real question at issue in any 
discussion is, ‘‘ What is the right view?’ not 
‘* How does the majority see it?’’ It is true that 
in the largest sense, ‘‘One man with God is always 
in the majority ;’’ but even in a more restricted 
sense it can be said that ‘‘a man who is on God’s 
side can always afford to be in the minority.’’ 


Majorities, Right 
or Wrong 


 — 


Our early hours tune all the rest of 
the day. Broken, discordant, or 
disfigured days are possible largely because we have 
We trust to 
Against such dangers 
a devotional habit is the surest and most natural 
protection. An appeal to our own experience re- 
veals that only as we have made it‘a rule to pray 
have we prayed effectively. To respect this rule 
rather than our moods is the only guarantee of 
secure and steady living. We may say as little as 
we please about our devotional habits, but a Chris- 
tian life which can rely upon itself is sure to have 
them. There is a sustained power in the life which 
carefully observes its devotions, and nowhere do we 
need them more than at the beginning of each 
mysterious new day, with all its unknown dangers 
and blessings. 


Beginning the Day 


not learned to protect their beginnings. 
chance to get through the day. 


an 
Property is a divine trust. Things 
Stewardship 7 . ‘ 
are tools, not prizes. Life is not 


for self-indulgence, but for self-devotion. When, 
instead of saying, ‘‘ The world owes me a living,’’ 
men shall say, ‘‘I owe the world a life,’’ then the 
kingdom will come in power. -We owe everything 
to God but our sins. Fatherland, pedigree, home 
life, schooling, Christian training,—all are God's 
gifts. Every member of the body or faculty of mind 
is Ours providentially. There is no accomplishment 
in our lives that is not rooted in opportunities and 
powers we had nothing to do with in achieving. 
** What hast thou that thou didst not receive?’’ If 
God gives us the possibilities and the power to get 
wealth, to acquire influence, to be forces in the world, 
what is the true conception of life but divine owner- 
ship and human administration ?, ‘‘Of thine own 
we render thee.’’ All there is of ‘‘ me"’ is God’s 
estate, and I am his tenant and agent. On the day 
of our birth a new lease is signed ; on the day of our 
death, accounts are closed. Our fidelity is the inter- 


A man who seems to be in>a’ 


est on God’s principal. ‘‘ That I may receive mine 
own with interest ’’ is the divine intention. So live 
that when thy summons comes to give an account of 
thy stewardship, it may be done with joy, and not 
with grief ! 


CAS 
The Divinity of Christ an Experience 
rather than an Opinion 

WE ARE living in a time of new standpoints 

from which to look at life. Every generation 
puts its emphasis on something différent from what 
its predecessors emphasized. Those who are afraid 
that old facts are being neglected may be comforted 
by knowing that the old facts were never more im- 
perative than now, that it is the distinction of our 
time to make more of facts than any other age has 
made of them, and that the carelessness of the time 
is a carelessness with regard to opinions rather than 
facts. The ages have been about alike in their tests 
of belief, for in all of them the believer has found 
more to believe, and the doubter more to doubt. It 
is in juster emphasis and proportion that religious 
thought is continually growing. ‘We are increasingly 
impatient of people who build up a church on a 
single verse of Scripture, and we insist more and 
more that it be built along some great thoroughfare 
which runs alike through the Scriptures and through 
the experience of men. 

The emphasis of to-day is upon life, character, and 
experience. From these sources are drawn the 
materials of our new thought. Handling doctrines 
up in the air, unconnected with experience, has 
become of bad repute, and the soul of the Christian 
feels the disgrace of those ages when men armed 
themselves with catchwords and phrases, and with 
them did battle for the truth, while character and 
conduct went to the winds, without a thought that 
in them was the final argument. 

There-are perhaps few Christians who have not at 
some time or other enterea into argument over the 
divinity of Christ, and probably we have all come out 
of it feeling wearied and dissatisfied. Of what avail is 
it that some one has been cornered in logic who yet 
will not surrender his life ? “Time was when it was 
thought sufficient to drag a man before a council and 
make him retract, —whatever he felt within his offm 
soul,—and men were content with this. These are 
the tactics of Islam. “All the Mohammadan asks of 
the Armenian is assent. ‘‘Say the word, and you 
can be inwardly what you please.’’ Of this sort of 
thing the Christian world has nearly had its fill. 
What have we gained, after all, when we have 
driven a doubter to the wall in argument about 
Christ’s being divine? Or, if we have failed to per- 
suade a man of such an abstract possibility, what 
have we really lost? Yet the feeling seems to pre- 
vail among many of us that the ability to ‘give a 
reason for the faith that is in us’’ is the ability to 
abstractedly defend every part of a system of doc- 
trine, and, as few of us are able to do it, we fear 
that Christianity is at the mercy of the. doubter. 

Emphasis has been put upon just the things which 
Christ did not emphasize with a persistency which is 
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~ astonishing. The rediscovery of his emphasis upon 


life is the work of our own age. The most lovable, 
effective, and widely winning parts of the New Tes- 
tament are those of life, not those of argument. In 
the same degree our own most effective arguments 
have been the lives we have led. 

Peter and John did not enter upon the service of 
Jesus with an argument as to his divinity, that came 

| later. Knowing what they were, men who could 
argue forever if not stopped, Jesus did not risk his 
highest revelation of himself with them at the start, 
with the sure consequence of its being dragged 
through the wearisome wrarigling about ‘‘ thrones’’ 
and ‘‘the right hand and the left hand’’ in his 
kingdom. But he fixed his personal attraction upon 
them until they could not get away from it without 
parting with the best thing in their lives, and then 
he asked them, ‘‘ But whom say ye that I am?’’ 
Experience rushing suddenly before the eye of 
Peter made him say, ‘‘Thou art the Christ, the 

son of the living God.’’ But we handle Christ’s 
Mame carelessly as a mere counter in the game of 
opinions, and are no better and no worse for it. 
Never do we speak with anything of real effective- 
ness for the divinity of our Lord until we speak out 
of our own heart-deep experience of him as our Lord 
and vur God. : 

Jesus did not begin by asking them to talk as if 
he were divine (there were plenty to say ‘‘ Lord, 
Lord,’’ after a manner), but he threw steadily over 
them an influence Which made them act as if he 
were divine. He shut off their talk until they had 
experience to talk from, because, ever since, it has 
been talk without life at the back of it that has made 
the divinity of Christ seem to the world a mere 
opinion. Little need one fear that the cause is hurt 
by the defects of his logic, and thoroughly do we 
need to understand that the cause is always helped 
by the most awkward testimony of our experience. 

There are, indeed, times when we are sharpened 
and helped by some great thinker entering the lists, 
and showing the divinity of Christ thinkable and rea- 
sonable with the other knowledge of the world. We 
feel a justified pride that our belief can be vindi- 
cated on this high plane. Yet nothing could be 
more unsatisfying than to hear this steadily. For 
such vindications to be permanently éffective, there 
must be a vast amount of life and experience behind 
them, and the final point is given to such words by 
the character of the man behind them. The expe- 
rience of Christ is sure to find utterance and spokes- 
men worthy of the work, but the words will not 
themselves produce a Christian experience. 

By their fruits we know what our different efforts 
are worth. The utter disgust and weariness and 
emptiness which result from an hour spent in talking 
about the divinity of Christ with a man who wants 
to do nothing but talk, set in contrast with the com- 
fort and health which result from doing one obscure 
thing in his name, or quietly driving out of our minds 

« one evil thought in obedience to him, show the fruits 
of arguing and of living. It is of the first importance 
that Christ become divine in us and to ourselves, 
rather than that we should join the ranks ef the cgn- 
troversialists in his name. 

So long as we stake everything powerful in the 
gospel on our ability to argue it out, the skeptic can 


_ keep us at bay for years. By delay, by shifting the 
ig ‘center of the argument to some side issue, by switch- 


‘ing the talk aside so that it runs steadily away from 
the point, he wearies us out. We are sure to think 
the unbeliever has worsted us, we wonder why the 





_ Lerd does not come to our relief, and help us send 


confusion to his enemies. A wise belicver never 
rests his truth on secondary things. A truly spirit- 


“ ual man is the man who sees where the core of the 


- matter lies, and speaks to it, In the skeptic there 
is a whole world of beliefs which mere argument will 





forth. 


The propaganda of argument has always been a dis- 
appointment, but the crusade of life has never re- 
turned utterly empty. 


Most men will admit, in a general way, that they - 


are sinners, but there may be nothing saving or 
healthy in their acknowledgment. No doubt, in 
the same way, most of those who live in a Christian 
land believe in the divinity of Christ, but it is not 
the mere belief he wants. It may be that we have 
believed it all our lives, as we supposed, and yet 
that it was only last year we reached the experience 
of finding him the son of God to our own souls, 
when it ceased to be a poor opinion, and became in 
us a great fact ; when it began to seem of small con- 
sequence that we argue for him, and a pressing 
demand that we live for him. The Christ who has 
become an experience to us speaks for himself through 
us,—we do not need so much to speak for him. 

This new emphasis upon life cannot fail to be an 
immense relief to thousands of Christians who have 
felt themselves unfit for controversy, yet who have 
desired to add something to the honor of Christ. It 
was his own emphasis. The great creed, after all, 
has been, and still is, ‘‘ The Blind Man’s Creed,’’ 
—‘‘One thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now 
I see.’’ On this the Christian will increasingly rest 
his case. If you are living for Christ openly, you are 
doing what he desired to have done, and are spread- 
ing his power in the same slow but incontestable way 
in which he spread it himself. 

His divinity is an increasing fact. What we un- 
derstand by his divinity when we first stand up in 
the church and express our trust in the long expe- 
rience of others, is a different thing from what we 
mean years later, when we, have found him out for 
ourselves. And we aré coming to regard it as an 
intrusion that any one should offer to defend his 
divinity who has not accepted him, and to resent the 
patronizing concession that he may be divine by 
those who act no differently because of their conces- 
sion. Our strongest defense is the Christian expe- 
rience, the Christian life: Other defenses have 
wavered ; this, never. Its long history, its survival 
of error, its revival from crushing mistakes, its 
prevalence through everything, and its undimin- 
ished power of appeal to the heart,—these have 
never gone down. 

But farther than this: the world, to give it full 
credit, does not want us to argue so much as we 
think. It is hungry for a fact, it is as weary as we 
are of opinions, and it welcomes what springs out 
of life and experience, and is ready to listen to those 
who speak with authority, and not as-the scribes. 
Unless we can give this, we shall end by giving 
nothing. It is not in the region of controversy that 
we meet our final defeat or score our final success, 
it is in the realm of our life. In the one field the 
dust has never settled, the air is never clear ; in the 
other, there is openness and opportunity unlimited. 

NOTES ON 


SOPEN LETTERS 


Questions about Paul multiply. Per- 
sons who have known much about 
him now want to know more. Many 
who have known little of his story are for the first time 
interested in the details of his life’ Bible dictionaries 
and standard biographies are being examined, and yet 
there are questions not solved. All this is a good sign. 
A Massachusetts clergyman writes : 














Was Paul in the 
Sanhedrin ? 


I have been much interested in a discussion in our school over 
a statement made in our quarterly, as follows: “The zeal which 
Saul showed at the time of Stephen's death led to his election unto 
the sanhedrin, and so he took a judicial part im the later stages of 
the perseeution.”” ‘The question is, Was Saul ever a member of 
the sanhedrin? 1 have searched The Sunday School Times care- 
fully, and among its excellent authorities have failed to find any 
statemem of the kind Also Smith's Bible Dictionary fails to 





note the fact, if such was the case. Will the Editor give us, in 
Notes on Open Letters, his valuable opinion, and also any au- 
thority which may be had? There are quite a number of people 
who will be interested in your reply. 

There is no positive proof on this often discussed 
question, one way or the other. In telling his own story 
before Agrippa, Paul said of his earlier course toward 
the Christians (Acts 26 : 10) : ‘I both shut up many of 
the saints in prisons, having received authority from the 
chief priests, and when they were put to death, I gave 
my vote against-them."’ The word given as ‘‘ voice"’ 
in our ordinary English Bible, is more properly rendered 
‘*vote’’ in the Revision. The Greek word fséphos in 
this place means “‘ small pebble'’ or «‘ vote,’’ or, as we 
should say, ‘‘a black-ball."’ This would seem to indi- 
cate Paul's membership of the judicial body condemning 
the Christians. But whether he was a member of the 
sanhedrin at the time of Stephen's death, or became so 
afterwards because of his zeal in that cause, is not known. 


OS 
Religious + Religious liberty ’’ is a phrase much 
Teaching in |§ misunderstood, and often sadly mis- 


Public School= sed. Because it is said that religious 


liberty is assured to all- persons in the United States, 
there are those who think that all religious thought or 
speech or observance is thereby necessarily forbidden 
or curtailed. When a recent religious canvass was at- 
tempted in Philadelphia, by a union of the Protestant 
churches, at the suggestion of Mr. Moody, in order to 
ascertain the number and proportion of non-church- 
goers in the community, a prominent citizen denounced 
it as a_violation of the principle of religious liberty, and 
as opposed to the spirit of the Constitution of the United 
States. Similarly, many an effort to win others to the 
Christian faith or to Christian practices is stigmatized as 
‘‘unconstitutional.’’ Peculiarly is this the case in dis- 
cussions of the question of the teaching of religious truth 
in the public schools. A school principal im North 
Carolina asks a question in this line. He says : 


I would be pleased to have your opinion relative to the follow- 
ing questions. Should not religion, or the true principles of 
Christianity, be taught in all schools? If Christianity should. be 
taught in all state educational institutions, in what respect would 
there. be a conflict with the Constitution ? The point I desire to 
ascertain is, How should that provision of the Constitution be in- 
terpreted or construed? When our forefathers separated the 
state and the church, and had that special prohibitory clause in- 
corporated into the Constitution, was it their purpose to prohibit 
the state from teaching the principles of Christianity, or simply to 
prohibit it from teaching any denominational creed? Does not 
the state zow indirectly, or to a certain degree, teach Christianity, 
every time it administers an oath to one of its citizens ? 

Of course, these who believe that Christianity, or 
religion in the broader sense, is of main importance to 
the individuals composing the state, must helieve that 
the teaching of its truths is desirable to those under 
instruction. But-the question, How far shall the teach- 
ing of Christianity in the public schools, or in colleges 
under state control, be insisted on, or restricted? is a 
question which involves the moral rights of the citizen, 
apart from the requirements of the law. As to that 
question, Christians and Jews, and various other classes 
of citizens, are not-agreed. But as to the constitutional 
requirements and restrictions, that is another matter. 
There is nothing in the Constitution of the United States 
that forbids any state to adopt any religious policy its 
people prefer. For more than forty years after the Consti- 
tution was adopted, Massachusetts still levied a tax for the 
support of the churches of the «‘ standing order,’* and the 
national government would have no right of interference 
if the state returned to that policy. Other states had 
religious tests for office, or as a qualification for testify- 
ing in court. Some of these still exist ‘The special 
prohibitory clause’’ in the Constitution of the United 
States is that ‘‘ Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 


exercise thereof.’’ That leaves large freedom to the state-—as* 


legislatures. As public education is in the hands 
of the several states, there is no restriction on the 
teaching of religion, or specifically on the teaching 
of Christianity, in the schools, except such as their 
own constitutions or laws impose. In most of our 
states, and especially those which have been the longest 
settled, the laws look to the religious instruction of chil- 
dren in the public schools. Thus the Pennsylvania law 
requires the daily reading of the Scriptures in the hear- 
ing of all the children. It is in the administration of the 
laws, by school boards and the like, that the schools 
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come short, making the religious element in education 
the merest form, and crowding the curriculum with other 
studies, to the exclusion of the most important. Espe- 
cially it is assumed that the union of religion and educa- 
tion implies the union of church and state in some 
shape. But the American state, like the American 
nation, is a religious body independently of the church, 


’ and confesses the fact in observing days: of humiliation 


or of thanksgiving, in the employment of chaplains for 
legislative bodies, for army and navy, and for hospitals, 
houses of correction, and prisons. It is only pronounced 
secularists on the one hand, arid exclusive Churchmen 
on the other, who treat the body politic as having no 
immediate relation to God. The views of neither are 
shared by the American people. 





Spring 
By Mrs. McVean-Adams 


OW the handwriting of the Lord is seen, 
Along the land in lines of living green, 
Sparkling with jeweled dewdrops, every morn, 
God's promises in rows of springing corn. 


When autumn comes, ‘tis here we shall behold 
Each promise paid in heaps of gleaming gold. 


Mound City, Kan. 
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Work among Prisoners 
Within the Walls 
By Maud Ballington Booth 


{Editor’s Note.—Mrs. Booth, the daughter of the Rev. Samuel 
Charlesworth, an English clergyman, first entered upon active 
Christian life in 1881. The following year she entered the Salva- 
tion Army, and gave up her whole time to that work, first in 
Paris, France, and later in Switzerland, England, and Sweden. 
In 1886 she was fharried, 
in England, to Ballington 
Booth, who had been 
commander of the Salva- 
tion Army in Australia. 
Three months later the 
young couple came to 
America, to organize and 
to direct the work 
there. New York City 
has been the headquar- 
ters of Mrs. Booth from 
that time until the pres- 
ent day. In 1896 came 
the separation of Com- 
mander Ballington Booth 
and his wife from the 
Army in England, their 
work going on, however, 
as that of the Volunteers 
of America. In May of 
that year Mrs. Booth be- 
gan to help the inmates 
of prisons to a higher and 
better life, throwing her 
whole self into the work in the spirit that has so characterized 
her efforts from the start. To-day the “‘ Volunteer Prisoners’ 
League '’ numbers an enrollment of thirteen hundred members. 
The anniversary of the commencement of Mrs. Booth’s prison 
work, known among the prisoners as ‘‘the memorable twenty- 
fourth of May,"’ will be celebrated next month at Sing Sing.] 





Maud Ballington Booth. 


T IS difficult, when every thought and feeling is 
absorbed in a busy whirl of work, to stop and gather 
together facts to jot down for publication, they. look so 
cold and lifeless in type, when, in reality, they are so 
full of burning interest and momentous possibilities! 
Constantly have I been asked lately to write of my prison 
work, and as often have I looked at my pile of prison 
mail and my list of appointments, and have had to 
answer, ‘I have no time! I must work on, and by and 
by the work will write itself on the pages of our country’s 
history through the redeemed lives of those whom we are 
now seeking to save."’ But I am reminded of a promise 
of some months’ standing, so I take up my pencil while 
traveling, and will try to sketch a brief outline of our 
work, or, rather, the special branch of volunteer work 
which has been organized to help and reach the prisoner. 
Sometimes, when the thunder-cloud has rolled by, we 
see upon its angry purple the lovely hues of the rainbow 
of promise ; and, after the winter frost and the March 
wind’s whirl have given way to spring sunshine, we 
see the wisdom of their coming, as the strengthened 
treeS put forth their green, and the land is filled with 
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the sweetness of bursting buds. Just before I began 
this new work, which has become so very dear to my 
heart, I went through the darkness and the storm which 
seemed at the time strange and awful, and almost more 
than I could bear ; but afterwards it was clearly shown 
to have been a blessing in disguise, —God’s own way to 
open up new fields of work, and to fit my heart in a 
special manner for a mission for which he needed a pre- 
pared messenger. 

My prison work is very sacred to me, and has been 
one of the deepest spiritual blessings in my life. I went 
into it with a heart. bleeding from recent wounds, bur- 
dened by disappointments, and in a very wonderful way 
the love and confidence of my ‘‘ boys’’ (as I love to 
call: them) has healed the wounds, and I have found 
that, entering into their lives, bearing their burdens, and 
helping them, my own have rolled away. 

When the blue star of hope was first emblazoned 
upon our white standard, I prayed that it might be seen 
by many hopeless eyes within prison walls, that it 
might become their inspiration, and yet I did not want 
to open the doors to this new work myself, for I felt 
that step by step God must lead and direct. This has, 
in a wonderful way, been a comfort to the volunteer 
movement since its early days, that God has so directly 
led and blessed us that many’a time a visible hand 
guiding or an audible voice directing, could not have 
been plainer. With regard to the prison work, he first 
laid these lives upon my heart, then he opened up the 
way, and all I have had to do was to follow. 

Our work commenced in Sing Sing, May 24 of last 
year, and as I look back upon its growth, I can only 
look wonderingly upon what God has wrought, and praise 
him. 

In a short paper like this, it is impossible to go into 
very many details, so I cannot describe to you stage by 
stage all the leadings of God, and all the victories that 
have come to us. 

If any doubt the genuineness of prison conversions, or 
the possibility of a change of heart in one who is endur- 
ing a term of imprisonment, with all that it means of 
unfortunate companionship, suffering, and remorse, let 
them visit Sing Sing, Charlestown, Clinton, and other 
prisons, where our work is established, and inquire for 
themselves, and I am sure they will find a deep, real 
work in many hearts and lives so unmistakable that even 
the skeptical have to admit its reality. 

In these lines I have only room enough to tell of one 
side of our work, that within the prison walls, though 
it will be very readily seen that it is closely linked with 
that whick follows, work among the men when they 
come out. Our work for the men inside the prison is 
based on one idea. It has, from the very first, pre- 
sented itself very forcibly to me,—namely, that to benefit 
the mass, to improve the prison population, one must 
personally reach and help the individual; and that it is 
only loving, personal contact, and the sympathetic in- 
terest, that can win the confidence of those who have too 
long been looked upon by the outside world as a herd 
or class, stigmatized with the name ‘‘convict.'’ There 
are just as many shades of character, just as marked an 
individuality, within the walls as in society at large; and 
one cannot help, comfort, or understand them without 
learning the individual needs, coming into personal 
contact with the life and heart, and then meetitig each 
case in the wisest way. True, they all march in the 
same lock-step; true, they all wear the same garb ; 
true, the stigma of sin detected and punished rests 
upon them all alike ; but this does not rob them of one 
particle of their individuality, and it should rather make 
us the more anxious to reach after and learn to know the 
man. 

In treating human bodies, it is only the charlatan 
who prescribes, without study or knowledge of his 
patient, one remedy for every ill, be it of brain, heart, 

lung, nerve, or blood. The skilled physician must 
study the case, test and sound, question into the history, 
environment, watch symptoms with care, and mark the 
temperament of his patient, before he can wisely form 
his diagnosis and administer the remedies. This prin- 
ciple, I feel, holds good even more vitally in the dealing 
with souls. True, we believe in the one great remedy 
that can come only from the touch of the great Healer ; 
but to open the heart to the blessed influence of that 
balm, and to turn the eyes that have long looked into 
darkness to the blessed light, one must know and un- 
derstand the much in past and present that goes to make 
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up the individual need. I have felt this in all soul- 
saving work, but a thousand times more of late in the 
work that God has brought to me. 

My efforts within the prison walls are especially to 
become the personal friend of the prisoner. I will 
divide this work for the sake’of brevity into three 
branches,-—the meetings in which I talk as directly and 
lovingly as I can to the whole of the prison population; 
personal interviews either in some private office or at 
the cell door, in which I can get to know them individu- 
ally ; and then correspondence, by which I keep in a 
constant and direct touch with the many I have learned 
to know. If I should tell you that some of these men 
have no friends on the outside to come and see them, 
that others write no letters because there is no one to 
care for them or answer them, it will be better under- 
stood how much they appreciate friendship, and what 
a deep interest and inspiration it can bring to their lives. 

From the very first God gave us wonderful results in 
soul-saving. He spoke to many souls that had been 
hardened by long years of crime. His touch of love 
was felt by many who had barred their hearts against 
him, and his light scattered the gloom and doubt that 
had encircled many in a night of hopeless despair. 
Hundreds have professed, and, I believe, really received; 
as their after lives have shown, a true change of heart. 
The result of this has been a great improvement in 
the prisons. I do not speak at random. What I see at 
my visits, or from what my ‘‘ boys'’ write me, is not 
the only proof, but I have the most cheering reports of 
the genuineness of the work from the wardens and chap- 
lains, who have had the best opportunity to watch and 
test the work. I seldom give the contents of these let- 
ters my boys write me to the public, though I receive 
somewhere in the neighborhood of two hundred a week, 
but they are very sacred to me, and I could not betray 
their confidence. I will, however, break this rule for 
once, and quote from the experience of one whom I 
have learned to know and love : 

My DEAR MRS. BooTH :—I have received your letters, and 
was very, very glad to hear from you. I was so glad*that you had 
heard from others what a change has taken place in me. I tell 
you honestly, I do not know myself any more. The way I was 
six months ago and how I am now. God has done great wonders 
for me. There are men who are working alongside of me and 
those I come in contact with, who tell me every day how changed 
Lam. The warden told me about nine months ago that I was 
one of the worst men he had in the prison, but, thank the Lord, 
he can say so no more, because never since I have become a 
Christian have I been in trouble of any kind. God has made a 
new man out of me. I have not only changed in my ways, butin 
my heart. I have only about six months more to serve, and then 
I hope I shall be among my brothers down in Hope Hall 

I was so glad to see in your letter that you had my name down 
for a private interview for your next visit here, and I am praying 
to God that you will be up soon; and then, do not forget me. 
I heard somebody say just now that you would be up in Clinton 
to-day, and oh, how I wish that your work there may bring many 
sinners to the cross ! 

I do not know much about the Bible, but I am reading and try- 
ing to study it now, so that when my time is up I may, with the 
help of God, do some good among other people, and may tell 
them what God has done for me, and also how Jesus Christ has 
made the blind to see and the lame to walk. How I do wish the 


day would come soon that I can do something to show my thank- 
fulness to God ! 


When the looked-forward-to interview occurred, he 
gave me smilingly a message jokingly sent by the keeper 
who had unlocked him from his cell, in which he said, 
‘*Give my compliments to Mrs. Booth, and thank her 
for having made a man out of you.’’ And he added 
that he had been such a trouble to his keeper that the 
present state of things was a great relief to that gentl¢man. 

I have now formed, in the different prisons where we 
are working, what is virtually a post of the Volunteers | 
within the prison walls. We call it the Volunteers’ 
Prisoners’ League. I wish it distinctly understood, 
however, that my work does not interfere with the chap- 
lain’s duties, and in each prison where I am working I 
have the most hearty and helpful co-operation of the 
authorities, and the chaplains help me in many ways, as 
well as constantly cheering and encouraging me in my 
work. Each member of this League has a certificate of 
membership hung in his cell ; he wears a little button 
upon which are the initial letters of the League and our 
motto, ‘‘ Look up, and hope,’’ with the Volunteer flag 
in the center. The promises are such as make a marked 
change in their personal life, and materially tend to im- 
prove prison discipline ; in fact, I have been assured by 
the keepers, in many instances, that men who are now in 
the Volunteers’ Prisoners’ League used in the past to be 

































among the most lawless and most difficult to manage, 
, but that their deportment now is beyond criticism. 1 find 
Also that these men are becoming exceedingly helpful to 
each other. It means a good deal to a man who has 
been a hardened criminal to turn “right about face”’ 
and live a good life in prison. They are carrying for- 
ward as energetic a recruiting business as prison rules 
will allow with other prisoners who as yet have not joined 
. the League or professed conversion. Each member of the 
League receives our Volunteers’ Gazette each week as a 
subscriber, directed to his name and number, and they 
,all read our little Volunteer Day Book,—a selection of 
texts for morning and night, which has proved a great 
help to many. This league is already organized at Sing 
Sing, Auburn, Clinton, Charlestown, San Quentin, Fol- 
,som, and Trenton, and comprises close on to thirteen 
hundred members, and applications are reaching us 
every day for membership. This is only the beginning 
_of what will be a great spiritual bond between the prisons 
of our country, and is undoubtedly preparing hundreds 
#0 come out into the world again ready for the fight 
against the temptations and difficulties which will face 
them. 

Our weekly paper, the Volunteers’ Gazette, is much 
read and much loved in the prison. I have nearly fifteen 
hundred regular subscribers. Of course, they cannot 
afford to pay for the paper, but | appeal to my friends to 
help me cheer them in this way. The weekly arrivai of 
Our paper means so much to them. One of them wrote 
‘me the other day to say that he could hardly wait for 
Saturday to come, to get his beloved: Gazette, and that 
"he wished every day in the week was Saturday. The 

‘chaplain of Charlestown tells me that in that prison the 
papers are passed from cell to cell and eagerly read until 
they nearly fall to pieces. There is something especially 
personal to them in this paper. It does not come as a 
chronicle of outside events, or as a paper edited for 
others, for they are constantly reminded in its pages that 
_ the Volunteers love them, and much is specially written to 
© them. One dollar per year will give one prisoner this 
> paper every week, and, if our friends could read the many 
_ grateful expressions I gather from my mail concerning 
_ the paper, I am sure that they would only be too glad to 
_ thus help Scatter rays of sunshine upon the path that is 
all too overshadowed and gloomy. 
* In my next article I shall write of the prisoners out- 
side the prison walls, and of the terrible difficulties that 
Mace them when they go forth to meet the world again. 


New York City. 
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. The Awaking 


By Mrs. Merrill E. Gates 


NE day the fingers of the Lord 
Upon my eyes shall lie ; 

And when their tender weight shall lift, 
*Twill be eternity. 


But while he holds my yielding lids 
With that soft force of his, 

My spirit shall not sleep, but wake 
Into his utter bliss. 


Amherst, Mass. 


CO 


Christian Sympathy 
By Joel Swartz, D.D. 


F THE word ‘‘ sympathy’ is not to be found in the 
Scriptures, it is not because the idea is not there. 
» The word, which we derive from the Greek, is, however, 
a found several times in the original of our New Tes- 
-_ tament. 
> * Wehave not an high priest which cannot be touched 
» with [Gr., ‘sympathize with'] the feeling of our in- 
firmities"’ (Heb. 4:15). The writer of this Epistle of 
the Hebrews expresses his appreciation of Christian 
_ Sympathy and his gratitude for it, when he says (chap. 
_ 4: 34): ‘For ye had compassion of me [Gr., ‘‘sym- 
pathy") in my bonds."’ 
Feeling the value and need of Christian sympathy, 
| Peter exhorts believers (1 Pet. 3 : 8) to ‘have compas- 
» ‘Sion [Gr., ‘sympathy "] one of another,” to «love as 
| brethren, be pitiful, be courteous."’ 
c. : This sentiment is of the very spirit of the gospel. To 
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be without sympathy is to be without the mind of Christ, 
who himself is touched with the feeling of our infirmities. 
This fellow-feeling among Christians teaches them to 
bear ‘‘one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ.’'’ But sympathy must be before burden-bearing, 
and in order to it Burden-bearing is objective and 
active, sympathy is subjective and passive. As the 
word implies, it is a fellow-feeling in suffering. Bur- 
den-bearing is a thing of the shoulder, sympathy of the 
heart. Burden-bearing is limited by one's strength, 
sympathy may be as wide as humanity. We bear the 
burdens of those who are near us, or whom we may 
reach by our active agency, whereas we can sympa- 
thize with all who are in affliction or bonds, and whom 
we cannot reach or help save by prayer and inter- 
cession. Indeed, it may be our duty to bear the bur- 
dens of some who for their sins are themselves a burden ; 
but Christian sympathy, if we mistake not, can have 
place only between Christians. 

There is a natural sympathy, a sympathy of humanity, 
greatly heightemed and strengthened, indeed, by the 
Christian sentiment, which goes out, when occasion calls, 
to the whole of humanity. It is that one ‘touch of 
nature which makes the whole world akin."’ 

The basis of this kinship is the possession of a com- 
mon humanity,—the one blood out of which God hath 
made ‘‘ all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth.’’ But this is not the basis of Christian sympathy 
in the specific sense. Christian sympathy rests upon the 
life of Christ in the human soul. It arises with the new 
life ; it is born of the Spirit. It is ‘not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God."’ 

That there is a life of Christ in the regenerate soul is 
the abundant teaching of Scripture and an assured fact 
of Christian experience. Our ‘life is hid with Christ in 
God,’’ and, because Christ lives, we shall live also. 
Death hath no dominicn)over us, for he that liveth and 
believeth in Christ shall never die. This life from 
Christ, who is the head of the church, which is his 
body, pervades and quickens every member of that 
body. , Just as the life in the individual body pervades 
every member, and unites all in one organic, sympathetic 
whole, so that, if one member suffer or rejoice, all the 
others are affected with a correspondent feeling ; so in 
the church, which is Christ's mystical body, the suffer- 
ing or joy of one member is the distress or gladness of 
the whole. 

This whole life of the Head with the members, and 
thus of each with the other in the body of Christ, makes 
rational and impressive the teaching that a ministry to a 
disciple in the name of a disciple is a ministry to Christ 
himself, and that an offense or injury to such a one is 
an affront to the Head of the church. 

It is therefore in no dubious or far-fetched sense that 
Jesus complained to Saul of Tarsus, ‘‘ Why persecutest 
thou me ?"’ or that he will say in the great day, ‘ Inas- 
much "’ as ye did it, or did it not, unto the least of these 
my disciples, ye did it, or did it not, to me. 

This sympathy of the Head with the members is pre- 
cisely the sympathy of the members with each other. It 
does not exist apart from the indwelling and personal 
Christ. It is not an attribute of unregenerate humanity. 
It is not, therefore, mere human sympathy. It is more ; 
it is divine, for we are partakers of the divine nature. 

From this it follows that all fellowships in lodge or 
social unions of any kind, yea, even of the household 
itself, are extérior to this, in their nature dissoluble by 
death, and cannot feel or afford the sympathy that is 
Christian, and which death cannot touch or dissolve. 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ or from 
each other ? 


** Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love, 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 


- 


We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 
And often for each other fiows 

The sympathizing tear."’ 

From this it also follows that the amount of this fel- 
low-feeling in any particular church, society, or commu- 
nion, will be proportioned to the measure of the spirit of 
Christ in that body. It also follows that it cannot be 
confined within the limits of any one sect or church un- 
less it be true that there is no brotherhood in Christ 
beyond it. 
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To develop this beautiful and beneficent spirit we 
must aim, not first at it, but at the life that underlies it, 
and from which it springs forth. Unseal the fountain, 


and the stream will flow out. Make the tree good, and 
the fruit will be good. Christian sympathy is the meas- 
ure and expressidn of the divine life. 

Steubenville, O. 





Neighbor John 
By Martha Carmen 


“4 OOD-MORNING, John,’’ said Mrs. Thornton to 

the Chinese vegetable pedler who had just 
knocked at her back door. ‘« You've plenty of vegeta- 
bles this morning, I see : lettuce, and peas, and, oh, what 
fine oranges! How much, John?’’ 

‘« Two bit dozen, lady,”’ answered the pedler as politely 
as he could. 

‘*Twenty-five cents? well, I will take two dozen of 
them, for they're the nicest I've seen this spring,’’ re- 
plied Mrs. Thornton, as she picked up one of the large 
golden balls. 

‘* Only got two dozen, lady, and one dozen for ’ nother 
lady up street. She tell me bring ‘em to-day. Take 
one dozen, lady?’’ 

‘Yes, one dozen will do, then.’’ $ 

After counting them out, John asked, ‘‘Some other 
thing ?"’ : 

‘*No, nothing else this morning,”’ 
Thornton. 

‘* All right, lady.’ And with that John began to put 
back the vegetables into his two large cup-shaped baskets. 
The oranges were placed in a tray that fitted in the top of 
one of the baskets, so that they would be at hand when 
he called at the home of the lady who had ordered them. 
Next, the baskets were fastened to the ends of a strong 
six-foot pole, and John, stooping down, rested the pole 
on his left shoulder, and slowly straightened up until 
the baskets were balanced. 


answered Mrs. 


Then, with’ a pleasant 


‘* Good-morning, lady,’’ to Mrs. Thornton, he was 
off. 
Every one in the village knows old John. His real 


name is Wong Lee ; but long ago the school-boys gave 
him the nickname so common to Chinamen, and now 
he is treated as if he hadn't a name of his own. 

It was quite cool that April morning, for there had 
been a slight frost the night before, and the few people 
who passed up and down the street were well wrapped 
up. But no one seemed to think about John’s being 
cold, though the baskets were so heavy that he walked 
very slowly ; and he wore no coat—only a blue cotton 
blouse. Besides, his queer thick-soled slippers were so 
low and so loose that they nearly slipped off his feet with 
every step he took. 

But he seemed as contented as usual, until he came 
along by the plaza, or park. Then, as he looked across 
the street at two boys on their way to school, a dark 
scowl appeared on his pleasant face. What was the 
matter? John doesn’t dislike boys,—does he? Not all 
of them ; for he often thinks of his own dumpy black- 
haired lads in purple blouses and green pantaloons, away 
back in China, 

He doesn’t like American boys, though. And, to tell 
the truth, Tom Morris and Joe Green were not very 
lovable, as you will see. 

When they came up nearly opposite John, Tom said 
to his companion : 

** Hello, Joe! there's old Vegetable John ; let's have 
some fun."’ 

‘That's ago! Any of the teachers in sight?’’ re- 
plied Joe, as he looked up and down the street. 

*« Don’t see any.’’ 

‘*Good! Now we'll have him talking Chinee,”’ Joe 
answered, as he stooped down and picked up a small 
rock. 

Taking aim, he whir 
landed in a puddle of 
John. Splash ! went the 
him and his baskets. 






««Now we'll catch. it 
citedly. 

Away they sped in opposite directions, —just in time, 
too, for the now angry Chinaman had quickly set down 
his baskets, and was after naughty Joe. It was well he 
could not understand the muttered threats, and it was 
well for him that the cry of ‘‘ Hey, John !"' rang out just 
when it did. In another moment he would have been 
caught. 

At the sound of his name the Chinaman paused, and 
looked round. There lay one of his baskets on its side, 
the lid off, and those fine oranges ‘and other vegetables 
scattered about the sidewalk! Slowly he walked back, 
still muttering to himself. 

It was enough to confuse any one,—wasn't it? China- 
men seem to think slowly, and so poor old John just 
stood and stared at the wreck as if he didn’t know what 
to do. 

Joe and Tom thought no one had seen their wicked 
conduct, but they were mistaken, for Eddie Peck, one 
of Miss Martin’s Sunday-school class, was on his way to 
school, not far behind them. 

«« That Joe Green had better mind his own business,’’ 
said Eddie to himself, as the rock went flying across the 
street. ‘‘ There, John’s after him, and I don’t care if 
he gets caught. It'll serve him right. Now I'd like to 
know what Tom’s sneaking back for, —after the baskets, 
I suppose. I declare! he’s pushed one of them over. 
What a shame! If Miss Martin saw that, she'd say 
that John was my neighbor, I guess, and that I ought to 
go and help him ; for, when we had that lesson about 
our neighbors, she said it meant any one we could help 
when in trouble. But I suppose she didn’t think about 
Chinamen when she said that. Besides, he can pick 
‘em up himself, and I'll just keep on this side the 
street ; for, if any of the boys saw me helping him, 
they'd guy me terribly.’’ 

But Eddie changed his mind. He was naturally kind- 
hearted, and as he came closer to John, and saw the 
pitiful look on his face, he was across that Street in less 
time than we can tell it. 

‘Come on, John ; I'll help you straighten up things !'’ 
was the cheerful greeting. 

The Chinaman turned round, looked at Eddie suspi- 
ciously for a second, and then said gruffly : 

“No.” * 

««Oh, yes ; I want to,’’ replied Eddie, as he placed 
his book-satchel against a tree, and began to pick up 
the oranges out of the water. 

John set to work too, but watched the boy suspiciously 
all the time; for he half expected to see him try to 
sneak some of the fruit into his pockets. 

‘‘T'll wash these oranges over there,’’ said Eddie, as 
he took three of the dirtiest ones to a drinking-fountain 
in the plaza. - ‘‘ There, that’ ll make them all right,’ he 
added as he returned, wiping them on his clean pocket- 
handkerchief. ‘‘ Now, John, we'll just break off the 
muddy leaves of that lettuce-head. See, that's better, 
—isn't it ?"’ % 

With the aid of Eddie's willing hands, everything was 
soon back in the basket, not’ much the worse for the 
spilling out. - 

The angry look had disappeared from John's face, 
too, and, reaching down, he picked up the largest one 
of those precious oranges. Then, holding it out toward 
Eddie, he said : 

‘* Take this one."’ 

‘‘Oh, no! John ; I don't wantany pay. No, really I 
don't,’’ said Eddie earnestly, as the fruit was still held 
out to him. 

The Chinaman looked surprised. 

‘* Then why for you help me?"’ he asked. 

Eddie laughed as he picked up his book-satchel, and 
replied : 

‘Oh ! just because I felt sorry for you; and then 
you're my neighbor, John, so I ought to do it. I must 
hurry on to school now. Good-by, John."’ 

The two mischief-makers had crept back close enough 
to see what was going on, and for several minutes had 

een peeking out from behind convenient trees. We 
must do them the credit to say that they were enough 
ashamed of themselves not to give Eddie the “‘ guying"’ 
he expected. 

Old John stood and watched _his little helper as he 
walked briskly down the street. He didn’t understand 


Run !'* shouted Tom, ex- 


— 


Eddie's explanation about neighbors, but he could 
“ppreciate kindness, and, as he once more stooped down 
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and placed the pole across his shoulder, he said to 
himself : 

‘« Pretty good Melican boy."’ 

As John plodded along up the street every one noticed 
him, for they wondered why he looked so happy. 

But I don’t wonder. Do you? 


Petaluma, Cad. 








My Bibles 


By William D. Murray 


E LEARN by experience, and in Bible study the 
experience of a busy layman and Sunday-school 
superintendent may be useful to others similarly situated. 
Many years have taught me that it is both convenient 
and profitable to have different copies of the Bible text. 
I use at least five Bibles in my study, and I give here an 
outline of the different purposes each serves. 

The first may be called «‘ A Study Bible.'’ Mine was 
originally a minion octavo, with helps. I soon found, 
however, that I needed a more complete text-book, con- 
cordance, etc., and so I had those in the back of my 
Bible removed, and had the book: rebound, distributing 
through it a sufficient number of blank pages to fill it 
out to its former thickness. After a while it occurred to 
me it would be more convenient to have the Old and 
New Testaments separated, and so I had the book thus 
divided and rebound in two volumes. I find this espe- 
cially helpful in referring to marginal references. Stories, 
cémments, poetry, outlines of talks, analyses of lessons, 
and illustrations of all sorts, go into this Bible, and when 
I want any such helps in the future, I look in this Bible 
for them. I have found it helpful to make marginal 
references of my own in this Bible ; for instance, putting 
Acts 1:8 opposite Luke 2:49, and vice versa; the 
first and last words of Jesus, or ‘‘ Come and see,’’ in John 
1: 46, 4: 29, and I1 : 34, opposite one another. This, 
too, is the Bible to mark. Tested verses may be under- 
lined or emphasized by tracing over the letters with a 
fine pen ; verses to be used with inquirers may be treated 
in the same way. As a result, I have a growing Bible, 
a Bible becoming day by day richer and more valuable, 
and I have the results of previous study put away and 
labeled. So many things are lost because we have put 
them away, and forgotten where we put them ! 

A second Bible is for literary study, so called. For 
this purpose I bought a cheap Revised Version (8vo), 
and had it rebound in four volumes, the Old Testament 
making three,—History, Prophecy, and Poetry, and the 
New Testament one. Each volume was interleaved. 
My use of the New Testament volume will illustrate 
what I mean this Bible to be. In making a study of the 
life of Christ, in connection with the International Les- 
sons of a year or so ago, I used this book. The date 
and place of each event as we came to it were written at 
the top of the page, the subject of each paragraph was 
written on the margin opposite the text, and any com- 
ment that was not suitable for the Study Bible was put 
on the blank pages ; such, for instance, were the charts 
which appeared, showing how the last day of Christ's 
life on earth was spent. Week by week, a little at a 
time, the valuable results of a year’s work were accu- 
mulated and preserved where they can be found again. 
The same was done some years ago with each of the 
epistles, the outline being written on the margin, notes 
and commients on the blank pages. And I now have in 
this one volume the foundation for all future study of 
the Gospels or Epistles. With the material thus con- 
veniently arranged, it is easy to give an outline study ‘of 
an epistle, or to read-an epistle intelligently, without 
having to go over again the preparatory work. 

I have a third copy of the sacred book which I call 

‘* Missionary Bible.'’ The blank pages in the front 

of this book I have filled with inspiring sayings of great 
missionaries (as. ‘‘ The prospect is as bright as the prom- 
ises of God,’’—Carey), and favorite texts of missionaries, 
as Hannington’s, 1 Samuel 30 : 24 ; Carey's, Isaiah 54: 
2,3. The blank pages in the back I have covered with 
missionary charts, and on the back of the maps of the 
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world I have collected the autographs of about twenty 
missionaries. The Bible has been called « the greatest 
book on missions,’ and if one devotes a special copy Q 
to missions, the word and the work do seem very cleus: 
together. 

Every one should have, and nearly every one does 
have, the fourth one of these five Bibles, —a clean copy, 
without mark or note or comment of any kind. In this 
copy one should read when desirous of coming anew to 
the pages which have become so familiar. One of the 
wonders of the old Book is that its leaves are perennial 
and its words ever frésh, and one needs to read without 
the distraction of former notes and comments. 

And, lastly, | recommend a small pocket Bible, for 
use in spare moments on the train, while waiting for 
friends, and on the many occasions when one cannot get 
at any of the other copies. 

I would not be understood to say that all the Bibles 
are necessary in study, but I have learned by experience 
that they are all useful ; and in these days of, rush and 
hurry I have found them to be time-savers. 


Plainfield, N. J. 
CAD 


J. Cleveland Cady on Replying to an inquiry, the eminent 
Basement Sunday~ church architect of New York, Mr. 

School Rooms = 7 Cleveland Cady, writes : ‘‘ The ob- 
jections to a basement Sunday-school arrangement are +: 
First, popular prejudice. The public is apt to think them 
damp, ill-ventilated, and undesirable, even if they are not, 
and it is not easy to change this feeling. Placards stating 
that a place was not faulty in these ways would only 
arouse suspicion more than ever. Secondly, it injures the 
auditorium of the church, (1) by making it less easy of 
access, —there are steps for the aged and invalids to climb; 
(2) it does not so readily entice strangers, —shopkeepers 
understand this ; (3) is not so churchly or beautiful ; it 
seems a makeshift, in which there is no sacrifice for sen- 
timent and feeling, and this is a far more important mat- 
ter than is generally suspected. Thirdly, it is of doubtful 
economy except in rare cases ; (1)\a higher building has 
to have heavier walls ; (2) care must be taken to secure 
from dampness, which, if thoroughly done, is very ex- 
pensive ; (3) ventilation is more complex, and possibly 
the heating ; (4) there must be more staircases. _ Finally, 
I have probably never built more than three, or possibly 
four, such churches. They were on New York City lots, 
which were very expensive, and the buildings had “to 
accommodate a large number of people, so that not only 
was the basement usetl, but two, and even three, tiers of 


galleries. Such buildings merely meet a necessity, are 
a makeshift, and are not subjects for admiration or 
example. I should regard it as a folly, and almost a 


crime, to build such a building in a rural or suburban 
locality ; and it should be done in the city only to meet 
the necessity of some large and poor congregation, = 
as a ‘tabernacle’ or ‘ wigwam' is built.’’ 


a 


Many superintendents and teachers 

believe in the Sunday-school prayer- 

meeting, either as a regular customr or” 
an occasional force. In the Nostrand Avenue Meth, 
odist Episcopal Sunday-school of Brooklyn, New York, 

such a méeting is held monthly, on the second Sunday. 

The meetings have been interesting occasions, the secre- 

tary, E. H. Thompson, reports, and have “been.profita- 

ble to teachers and scholars. The children frequently 
take part by reciting Scripture texts. These meetings 

give opportunities for emphasizing personal religion, the 
privileges of confession of faith, and the reality and value 

of prayer. 


Sunday-School 
Prayer-Meetings 

















A Lesson Taught by Questioning 


EREWITH is given a stenographic verbatim report 

of a lesson taught by Mrs. S. W. Clark, of Jersey 

City, to a class of about sixteen boys and girls, ranging 
from nine to eleven years of age. The lesson was that 
of February 14, in the International series, on ‘‘ The 
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Bites to. Peter 


paint of the temple. 


. ™ Peter and John."’ 


' Prison Opened,’’ and was conducted in the presence of 


a large number of primary teachers. The especial in- 
terest and value of the report lie in the fact that it is a 
practical illustration of the possibilities and limitations 
of this sort of teaching. 


“* Good-afternoon, children.’ ‘‘ Good-afternoon, Mrs. Clark." 
“1 wonder if you like Sunday-school twice in one week ?.”’ 
“Yes, ma’ am."’ 
“Do you?" * Ves."’ ; 
“Some little boys and girls do not like it. How many like 
Sunday ce in one week? Hold up your hands.”’ 
(Children hold up their hands.) ‘I am afraid, if we had Sunday- 
twice every week, some of you would say, ‘Mama, we 
have been to Sunday-school once this week, I don’t want to go 


Dn. 

** What do we begin to study about to-day ?"’ (Pointing to word 
* obey ‘’ on the blackboard.) ‘' Obey."’ 
* “Can you all read?’ ‘‘ Yes, ma'am.’ 

* Do you all know the alphabet ?"" “ Yes, ma'am.” - 

** How many letters are there in that word?"’ (Pointing to the 

“obey "’ on blackboard.) ‘' Twenty-six." 
“No, I do not mean in the alphabet; I mean in the word 


ory A ?" * Four. 
* And @hat does it spell?‘ ‘' Obey.”’ 
** And what does ‘ obey" mean?" “To do right.” 
what mother tells us.'' ‘To do what we are told.’ ; 
** What do you think ‘obey’ means?" ‘To be , 
“How many think that?’’ (Children hold up their hands.) 
You are all right." 
“ To do as who tells you?”’ 
"And who else ?'' ‘' Father.’ 
* Somebody else?'' ‘‘God."’ 
“ And God wants people to do what?" =‘ Obey.”’ 
“Tell me a verse in the Bible that says obey.” 
father and mother."’ 
**No, a verse with the word ‘obey’ in it." 
mts. "’ 
“ All say it together."' ‘' Little children, obey your parents."’ 
* Now see if we can look back in the lessons we have been 
having? What was Lesson No. 2 about?’’ ‘ The Holy Spirit 
n.” 


“To do 


** Mother.”’ 


‘Honor thy 
** Children, obey 


"Did only one know it? Who else knew it? Can't you re- 
member Lesson No. 2? Tell me again.'' ‘ The Holy Spirit 


**What picture does this bring to your mind? Where were 
?" “In the upper room."’ 
* There was a mighty rushing wind, and what came ?"’ 
Holy Spirit."’ 
- n the Holy Spirit came and rested on the disciples, what 
did it give?’' ‘ Power of speech."’ 
“Where did it rest beside in their speech?’' ‘In their 


* And how did they talk?’ “ In different languages."’ 
* Yes, in different Forni so that all people could hear and 
understand. And what did God want them to hear?"’ ‘* What 
had done.” 
What do we call people that tell what they know?" “ Wit- 


“The 


* And who were to be witnesses for Jesus?"' ‘‘ The disciples."’ 
“What did the disciples understand they were to do?" 
™ Preach."’ 


“Supposing they had said, ‘I don't want to go and preach’? 
But what were they todo?" ‘ Obey." 

“ If they hadn't done this, what would they have been doing ?" 
* Disobeying."’ 

* Now see if you cannot tell me something in last week's les- 

" Peter and John were put into prison."’ 

“No."’ “ True and false giving.” 

* What have I here?"’ (Teacher shows a little bag of money.) 
* Money in a bag.” 


“Who had money in a bag?"’ ‘Solomon.’' “ Ananias.” 
* Barnabas." 
“We talked of the money last week,—didn't we? Who wasa 
ver?’’ ‘* Barnabas."’ 


= om else did we hear about?" 
¢, What kind of givers were they?"’ ‘' False givers."’ 

“Why?" ‘ Because they tried to deceive."’ 

* How did Peter know they were not true givers?" 
the Holy Spirit told him.” 

_ old om?" ‘' Peter and John.” 

“ Into whose hearts did Peter see ?"' 


‘* Ananias and Sapphira." 
** Because 


** Ananias and Sapphira."’ 


“What did they want Peter and John to understand ?"’ “ That 
had given all they had."’ 
“And what is that?"' ‘‘ Deceiving.” 
te And what did Peter say?'' ‘‘Is this all you have got 
re?’ "’ 
. “* What did he say beside?"" ‘ ‘Why is it Satan tempted you 


to do wrong?’ " 
“What other word instead of wrong?" 


“What did they tell?"’ ‘A lie."’ 

“That is a dreadful thing to do. And what did God do to 
these two people who told a lie?" “ They fell down dead."” 

"Who did you tell me helped Peter to talk?'' ‘‘The Holy 


t. 
“And what did the Holy Snirit give ?"" (Puts *‘ Holy Spirit"’ 


“Sinned against 


@m the board.) “ Power and speech.’ (Teacher puts “ Power "’ 
@n the board.) , 

“After Peter and John went away from this place, and Ananias 
@ad Sapphira were buried, what did the people do?" “ 


tushed together and got people to come and hear Peter and John.” 
“Yes ; they were so anxious that Peter and John should preach to 
God had given Peter and John the power to heal, and so, 
ad any one at home who was sick, they brought 
ter and John on beds and couches, and laid them 
@own on the side of the street, so that, when Peter and John 
walked , they would heal them. They laid them down so 
that even ir shadow would just touch them as they 
And every qne was healed. Even their shadows made somebody 
well.” (Puts **Heal"* on the board.) 
ws Solomon's Porch on the board.) 
ohn in our lesson for to-day ?"’ 


*‘Where were Peter 
“Solomon's Porch.’ 
‘ou what Solomon's Porch was. It was a 
is is just one little corner of the temple. 
side is called—what?"’ ‘* Solomon's Porch." 
y could come in here, but many could go no farther. 
people who were so anxious to hear Peter and John came 
im here to hear."" (Here the teacher two figures on the 
board,—Peter and John.) “These littl marks’ (making small 
cular marks on the board) ‘* were the people who came to 
Pers but the long marks’’ (making longer perpendicular marks) 
are meant for the other apostles. © did the preaching ?"’ 


and 
“Now let me tell 































































_ “They were preaching to the people and telling about— 
what?” ‘“‘Jesus."’ 
_ (Writes “Jesus” on the board.) “ What could they tell them 
@bout Jesus?’ ‘All that he had done on earth." 


“Something else." ‘He lived for us and died for us.”’ 
(Writes “ Died" on the board.) ‘ What else did‘they tell the 
?” “ Hearose 


— 
Said this to them : No matter how naughty you have 
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tearful Voge. “Wwe are sorte wil orgie” 


“ will 
Pat ween" oghc on — 


“What is that word?" ‘‘ Forgive." 
‘What is that word?'’ ‘ Repent.” 
‘*What is that?’’ ‘‘ Jesus.”’ 

* And what did he do?"’ ‘' Died for us."’ 


** Peter and John told them—what?" (pointing to “* repent."’) 
‘‘ They must repent.” 

‘And then?”’ ‘They would be 
forgiven." 

“The priests didn’t like Peter ant 3 Lang this way. 
They didn’t like to be told that they had killed Jesus. And they 
called it a row because all the people gathered about in this way. 
ot angry. And what did they do to Peter and John?” 
** Put them in prison.”’ 

‘‘Yes ; they brought them and put them in here’' (showing a 
prison drawn on the board). “ This is the great prison where 
they put Peter and John in. And they put somebody on each 
side to watch and prevent Peter and J from going out. Had 
they done wrong?” “No; _. 

** Doing right in what?" “‘ Obeying God."’ 

*‘And what was done to them ?"' ‘’ Put into prison.” 

‘They were—what?"’ ‘ Not afraid.'' (Teacher writes ‘‘ Not 
afraid'’ on the board.) 

‘‘And what do you think they were doing in the prison?” 

‘ Praying.” 

‘*What do you think they said to each other ?'* 
take care of us." 

‘* | think probably they knelt down and prayed, and asked God to 
keep them ; and I think, if I had been listening at the door, I 
should have heard them singing. Then night came on, and the 
stars came out, and everything was very quiet, and these two men 
at the door watching by and by leaned against the wall and went 
to sleep. Something wonderful happened while they were asleep. 
An angel went in. think the uegel went ‘1 amd said, ‘Wake up, 
Peter ; wake up, John ; wake up. We are going out ; we are not 

oing to stay here.’ And While everything was so quiet and still 
in the middle of the night we will see what pened.’ (Teach 
pulls a string at the end of the board, and opens the door of the 
prison. When the door opened, the children saw four of the 
apostles standing at the door, and the afgel showing them where 
to go.) ‘‘ What happened.’ ‘‘ The door of the prison opened." 

“Who opened it?” ‘An angel." 

“When the angel opened the door, he had a message for 
them.” (Writes Go, speak"’ on the board.) ‘* What was it?"’ 
“Go into the temple ~~ to the people all the words of this 
life." (Teacher rites ‘‘To the people,"’ ‘ Words,’’ ‘* Life.'’) 

‘They were to go right baz:k where they came from, and 
: reach to the people. ‘iben the door was shut by the angel after 
they left. Shall we put them back where they were again? ‘put- 
ting the paper figures of Peter anc John back im Solomon's Porch. ) 
“Yes, ma’am.”’ 

“It was pretty near morni when they were let out of the 
prison, and our lesson says Say bacte to speak again, Im a little 
while the watchmen awok-~. ey dicn't know what had hap- 
pened. The angel had come and let out Peter and John, and 
suut the door again, and the watchmen knew nothing about 
it. What place is this?'’ (showing drawing for the sanhéedrin.) 
** The sanhedrin."’ 

**Who was there?"" ‘ The hi 

“Yes ; in the morning he got 
for Peter and John. Wh 
jJobn."’ ‘Judge them.” 

‘*They were wondering what they would do to make Peter and 
John stop talking so much about Jesus, and thought best to punish 


(pointing to ‘'forgive.’’) 


“God will 





— 


-priest."’ 
1 the people together, and sent 
at were the people to do with Peter and 


them. What did they find when they went to the prison?" 
**Nothing.”’ 
“Why?” ‘Because the angel had taken them away." 


“They came back in a hurry, and said, ‘We opened the doors, 
and there wasn’t any one in there." The people were very much 
surprised, and they said, ‘What shall we do? These men are 
getting beyond us. What shall we do with them?’ While they 
were talking, some one came running, and said, ‘Those two men 
whom you put in prison last night are in the temple preaching 


again.’ Then they sent to the temple, and had them brought to 
them again. Tell me, children, in one lesson before what Peter 
and John said about the name of Jesus.” ‘' His. name, through 


faith in his name, hath made this man strong."’ 

** And they said to them, ‘ Didn't we tell you not to talk im this 
man's name any more?’ And what did Peter and John reply ?"’ 
“We ought to obey God rather than men.” (Teacher writing it 
on the board as the children repeat it.) 


‘* What did they mean by saying this to them?"' ‘That they 
ought to obey Christ." 

** What were these disciples as they stood here?'’ ‘‘ Judged.’’ 
*‘ Witnesses."’ (Teacher writing ‘‘ witnesses’’ on the board. 

“For whom?" “Jesus.” (Writes “Jesus’’ under “ wit- 
nesses."’ ) 

“And what were they doing as they stood here?" ‘‘ Wit- 
nessing.** 


‘‘And our lesson says the 
have I here in this little box 
shakes the box). ‘‘ Seed.” 

“That is it—seed, little seed. There was a farmer who had a 
servant. He gave him some seed, and told him to go out and 
scatter them all over the field. And so the servant t the seed 
in his apron, and scattered them this way (teacher scatters the 
seed). In the next field there was a man who said to him, * You 
mustn't sow that seed.’ But he replied, ‘My master sent me 
here to sow these seed.' Then the man said, ‘If you don’t stop 
throwing those seed all over I will throw stones at >" but the 
servant —_ no attention, and kept on sowing. The man then 
said, ‘‘ If you don't stop I will come over and beat you with sticks,’ 
but the servant replied, ‘My master sent me here to sow these 
seed, and I must obey my master." And that was what he was 
doing, obeying his master, sowing’ the seed on the beautiful soil 
which had been prepared for the seed ; and after a while it grew 
up and bore fruit. And this was the way with Peter and John. 
They were to go out all over the world and sow the seed of God's 
word in the hearts which were Sat prepared to receive it:"’ 

“ Peter and John were doing what?’’ ‘‘Obeying."’ 


were witnesses for Jesus. What 
See if you can guess" (teacher 


‘*Is there more than one kind of obedience?" “ Right and 
wrong."" ‘‘ Two ways.”’ 

“‘ Now think how many kinds of obedience there are'’ (long 

use ). 


‘I will put it on the board for you (writes word “ obey” in 


large letters). Mama said to a little boy, ‘I want you to go in 
the woodshed and bring me an armful of wood.’ ‘Yes, ma‘ am,’ 
he said, and went quickly. What kind was that?'’ (As teacher 


writes “‘ willing ** on board) ‘‘ Willing.” 

“ Another kind of obedience : Papa wanted his little boy to go 
and take a letter to the post-office. The little boy said, ‘ Yes, in 
a minute,’ but went and sat down on the steps. Soon his papa 
came out, and saw him sitting there, and asked him if he had 
taken it. He replied, ‘1 will go in a minute, papa.’ Then he 
said, ‘I want you to go now.” The little boy again saitl, * Yes, 
I'll go, papa, just as soon as I finish this." en the father said, 
*I want you to go at once.” And the little boy went. What kind 
of obedience is this? The boy was willing to go, but he did not 
go just as soon as he was sent. God loves which kind of 
obedience best?"’ (Teacher writing “ prompt" on the board) 
ir) Prompt.” 

‘“* Now there is another kind. A little boy was going to Sun- 
day-school one day, and in a field by the way grew some very fine 


eS eee = a eros man 
said, ‘ You have to get through that me some 
orl wil Sack pon in the ’. Still the li stood 
firmly to his resolution and w not d God. the 
man ducked bim im the pond. But the little would not go. 
Then they ducked him again, and he wouldn't go. What kind 
of a little boy was that?” “Sticking to his word.”” “He was 
faithful.’* 

* Another word?’ (as teacher writes the word ‘‘brave’’ on 
the board). ‘“ Brave.” 


“What kinds of obedience are there?"’ (pointing to black- 


board). ‘'‘ Willing,’ ‘prompt,’ ‘brave.’"’ 

eet ee Oo ee eee See Sed “Now 
read.’ “Obey willingly, promptly, obey bravely.’ 

“How had Peter ater & been obeying?" “ Willingly, 


promptly, bravely.'’ 

(Writes on blackboard under ‘‘not afraid," ‘‘ brave,"’ ‘‘ bold.’’) 

“ And they were what?*’ “‘ Witnesses for Jesus." 

‘And they said what?"’ ‘‘We ought to obey God rather than 
men."’ 

** Now read this” (teacher ints to the board). ‘‘We ought 
to obey willingly, obey promptly, and obey bravely '’ (all of this 
thought is printed in pink chalk} 

2 you all obey this way ?’’ (no answer). 

‘* Now read again’’ (here the teacher puts the word “I1"’ eal 
the word ‘‘ must’’ in pink chalk above the words ‘‘ we ought”). 
“I mus* obey will , obey promptly, obey bravely, if 1 want to 
be a witness for Jesus.’’ 

(Teacher writes ‘‘ Jesus will help*’ on the board.) 

“ Jesus will help you all to do this if you try. 1 want my little 
children to be brave and bold, as the disciples were, and never be 
afraid to witness for Jesus." . 


Xs? 


There are not a few examples of how 
a teacher may build up and maintain 
a Sunday-school class. Here is one. 
A quarter of a century ago C. W. Osgood was appointed 
as teacher of a class of nine boys in the Congregational 
Sunday-school at Bellows Falls, Vermont. A little later 
a small class of girls was added, and the class has since 
been maintained as a mixed class, growing in numbers 
and interest. More than three hundred have been en- 
rolled in twenty-five years, the present membership 
being more than eighty. A _ twenty-fifth annivérsary 
reception to the teacher by the class was condi:cted in an 
admirable manner. - An observer writes : ‘‘ Mr. Osgood, 
while busily engaged during these years as a machinist, 
has made careful use of his spare time in thorough and 
prayerful study of the Bible, and in laying hold of all 
possible helps in literature, in art, in nature, and ‘in 
science. In the preparation of a lesson his ‘first and 
principal effort is to become familiar with the text of the 
lesson, the context, and all related passages of the 
Bible. He studies the lesson with each individual 
member of his class in mind. He is constantly watch- 
ing for apt illustrations as he reads, journeys, or con- 
verses. He has taken journeys and engaged in special 
studies and pursuits in order to obtain.a more complete 
preparation for his work.'’ He also provides for. social 
gatherings, reunions, special entertainments of a musical 
character or with the stereopticon, talks on interesting 
subjects on weekday evenings, and excursions to places 
of interest. Special effort is made to aid the Sunday- 
school, and to manifest a spirit of loyalty to all its work. 
On one occasion two hundred dollars was given by the 
class in one contribution for home missions. At another 
time a fine picture was purchased. The habit of sys- 
tematic beneficence is cultivated, and the members of 
the class are accustomed to lay aside a portion of their 
income for the Lord’s treasury. Mr. Osgood is a friend 
and counselor for every member of his class, ready to 
give advice and to render assistance in every possible 
way. He corresponds with absent members. He is 
watchful for opportunities to minister to all in times of 
sickness, sorrow, or trouble. Of course, the members 
of the class are deeply interested in their fvork, and 
receive great benefit from it. 


A Successful 
Teacher ~ 


Benevolent offerings are largely de- 
pendent upon information. Pastors 
- are constantly reminded that they are 
responsible in large degree for the giving of their con- 
gregations. They must give facts and inspiration if the 
congregations are to give money. Do Sunday-school 
teachers remember that they are equally responsible for 
the giving of their scholars? In many schools there are 
accepted schemes of benevolences, perhaps arranged by 
months. No one can explain to the scholars better 
than their teacher the importance of the particular 
cause, its interesting features, the missionary setting, 
the joy of giving and of personal work and sacrifice. to 
that end. Nothing does more to increase a school’s 
contributions than such fidelity on the part of all its 
teachers. 


Teachers 
Responsible for 
Class Offerings 
























Lesson Calendar 
Second Quarter, 1897 


x. April 4.—Peter Working Miracles .......+++-s Acts 9 : 32-43 
2. April 11.—Conversion of Cornelius .*. ..... +++ Acts 10: 30-44 

. Gentiles Converted at Antioch ...... Acts 11 : 19-26 
s Ae. 8. = { Or, The Resurrection (Easter)... .. 1 Cor. 15: 12-26 
4. April 25.—Peter Delivered from Prison... . . Acts 12: 5-17 
5. May 2.—Paul Begins his First Missionary Journey . . . Acts 13: 1-13 
6. May 9.—Paul Preaching tothe Jews. .......---. Acts 13: 26-39 


7. May 16.—Paul Preaching to the Gentiles... .....- Acts 14: 11-22 
8. May 23.—The Conference at Jerusalem Acts 15 :. 1-6, 22-29 
9. May 30.—Christian Faith Leads to Good Works . . . James 2: 14-23 
ro. June 6.—Sims of the Tongue. ......+++++ss James 3: 1-13 
11. June 13.—Paul’s Advice to Timothy 2 Tim. 1: 1-7; 3: 14-17 
12. June 20.—Personal Responsibility Rom. 14: 10-21 
13. June 27.—Review. 


ASAYSY 
Outline Studies 


Prepared by 
The American Institute of Sacred Literature 


RZ... 


Study 17.—Renewal of Jewish Perse- 
cution under Herod Agrippa I. 


Acts 12: 1-25. A.D. 44.4 Jerusalem. 


With this twelfth chapter the first half of the Book of Acts 
closes. The first fifteen or sixteen years of the history of the 
apostolic age has been traced, showing the spread of the gos- 
pel through Palestine and Syria, in which Peter has been the 
most conspicuous laborer and leader. The second half of 
Acts will be given wholly to recounting the work of Paul and his 
fellow-laborers in the spread of the gospel among the Gentiles. 
Only once (in chapter 15) does Peter again appear in the Acts 
history. 

I, ANALYSIS OF THE MATERIAL. 

1, The martyr death of James the apostle (vs, 1, 2). 

2. The providential deliverance of Peter (vs. 3-10). 

3- Peter’s withdrawal from Jerusalem for safety (vs. 11-17). 

4. Herod’s self-glorification and death (vs. 18-23). 

5. Growth of the gospel and return of the Antioch delegates 
(vs. 24, 25). 

II, WorD AND PHRASE StuDY. 

What Herods are mentioned in the New Testament, and 
which one is this? (v. 1.) What John? (v. 2.) Why is it 
mentioned (vs. 3, 4) that it was the passover season? Why 
did Herod choose this time for persecuting the Christians ? 
(vs. 4, 11.) What was the Jewish idea of angels indicated in 
verse 15? Observe that verses 17, 19, and 20, like 11 : 26, 
should have been subdivided. Who were ‘* James, and the 
brethren ’’? (v.°17.) Why did Herod prefer Cesarea for his 
residence ? (v. 19.) Locate Tyre and Sidon upon the map. 
How long after the smiting (v. 23) before the death of Herod ? 
Explain the meaning of ‘‘an angel of the Lord’’ (v. 23). 
Observe that verse 25 is introductory to, and should stand in 
connection with, the next chapter; it connects immediately 
with 11 : 30, the account of Herod being interjected. Con- 
sider the difficult variant reading in the text of verse 25. How 
long were Barnabas and Paul in Jerusalem on this visit? 
Why did Mark return with them to Antioch ? 

III, Topics FoR CONSIDERATION, 

1. Zhe Martyrdom of James. Note carefully each of the 
points mentioned concerning his death. When did this take 
place? Why so brief a record of it? Who was this James, 
—the apostle (Matt. 4: 21; 17:1; 27 : 56), or the brother 
of Jesus? (Matt. 13 : 55; Acts 12:17.) Why is this the 
only thing told about James since Jesus’ death? Observe and 
explain the fact that this persecution came, not from the re- 
ligious leaders of the Jews (as formerly), but from the civil 
rulers, What was Herod’s feeling and relation towards the 
Romans, the Jews, and the Christians? Why did he put 
James to death? (comp. Matt. 20: 20-23; also Matt. 14: 





1 CuronoLocicat Nots.—The death of Herod Agrippa I in the mid- 
dle of the year A.D. 44 is, perhaps, the most certain date in the Acts his- 
tory, fixed by Josephus’s records. The famine referred to in Acts 1 : 
27-30 cannot be precisely dated, but seems (comp. Acts 12 : 20) to have 
come not earlier than the following year, A.D. 45. The visit of Barnabas 
and Paul to Jerusalem to carry relief for the famine-stricken must have 
been in A.D. 45, or later. Therefore the location of Acts 12: 1-24 be- 
tween 1x : 27-30 and 12 : 25 does not give the chronological order of those 
events. The Acts historian seems not to have known the exact dates of 
the events which he recorded, or even, perhaps, the consecution of the 
events. If this visit of Barnabas and Paul to Jerusalem were placed in 
A.D. 46, there would be room for Ramsay’s arrangement of the history 
whereby Galatians 2 : 1-10 describes an event of this visit fourteen years 
(that is, something over twelve years) after Patl’s conversion in A.D. 
34 (Ramsay, A.D. 33). See chronoiogical note to Study 11. However, 
the common identification of Galatians 2 : 1-10 with Acts 15 has not been 
abandoned by scholars generally, nor, in the opinion of the present 
writer, is it likely to be. 
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1-12). What effect did the death of James have upon the 
Christian movement ? 

2. The Deliverance and Departure of Peter. Why did 
Herod attempt to put Peter also to death? State briefly the 
facts of Peter’s imprisonment and providential deliverance. 
What was the nature and the amount of the miraculous in- 
volved in this? Why is the incident récounted in such 
detail? Was Peter’s release in answer to the prayer of his 
fellow-Christians ? Was it a signal instance of God’s care and 
provision for his faithful children? (comp. Acts § : 17-23.) 
Why did Peter leave Jerusalem? (comp. Acts 9 : 23-25.) 
Recount the incidents connected with his departure. Whither 
did he go, what did he do, and how long was he absent ? 

3. Herod’s Self-Glorification and Death, Ascertain some- 
thing about the people of Tyre and-Sidon. Why. was Herod 
displeased with them? Had he shown this displeasure by 
laying restrictions upon their commerce? How was their 
country dependent upon Palestine ? (comp. 1 Kings § : 1-12; 
Ezek. 27 : 16, 17.) What was the mission of this embassy 
from Tyre and Sidon? What was the grand occasion upon 
which Herod publicly gave this embassy audience? Did he 
probably decide their matter favorably, inasmuch as the Jewish 
people were pleased, and they would not like their trade rela- 
tions disturbed? Consider that the whole account of the 
embassy is incidental to the self-glorification of Herod. Ascer- 
tain the facts concerning the previous career and the character 
of Herod Agrippa 1? Had he planned this spectacle in order 
that he might win the applause and the divine attribution of 
his,subjects? Was Herod’s miserable death a divine judg- 
ment? (v. 23.) If so, for what? Compare Josephus’s ac- 
count of his death (Ant. XIX, viii, 2). Note that other cruel 
and vicious monarchs died similarly,—Antiochus Epiphanes, 
Herod the Great, and Philip II of Spain. 


REX 
Lesson 4, April 25, 1897 


Peter Delivered from Prison 


GOLDEN TEXT: Zhe angel of the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear him, and delivereth them.—Psa, 34 :7. 


(Acts 12.: 5-17. Memory verses : 7-9.) 


Read Acts 12: 1-25. 
COMMON VERSION. REVISED VERSION. 


5 Peter therefore was kept in Peter therefore was kept in 
prison: but prayer was made the prison: but prayer was 
without ceasing of the church made earnestly of the church 


wn 


unto God for him. 6 unto God for him. And 
6 And when Hér’od would when Herod was about to 
have brought him forth, the bring him forth, the same 
same night Peter was sleeping night Peter was sleeping be- 
between two soldiers, bound tween two soldiers, bound 
with two chains : and the keep- with two chains : and guards 
ers before the door kept the before the door kept the 
prison. 7 prison. And behold, an 
7 And, behold, the angel of angel of the Lord stood by 
the Lord came upon Aim, and him, and a light shined in 
a light shined in the prison : and the cell: and he smote Peter 
he smote Peter on the side, and on the side, and awoke him, 
raised him_up, saying, Arise u saying, Rise > quickly. 
quickly. And his chains fell o And Kis chains fell off from 
from Ais hands. 8 his hands. And the angel 
8 And the angel said unto said unto him, Gird thyself, 
him, Gird thyself, and bind on and bind on thy sandals. 
thy sandals: and so he did. And he did so. And he saith 
And he saith unto him, Cast unto him, Cast thy garment 
thy garment about thee, and about thee, and follow me. 
follow me. 9 And he went out, and fol- 
9 And he went out, and fol- lowed ; and he wist not that it 
lowed him ; and wist not that it was true which was done ! by 
was true which was done by the the angel, but thought he saw 
angel; but thought he saw a 1o a vision. And when they 
vision. were past the first and the 
to When they were past the second ward, they came unto 
first and the second ward, they the iron gate that leadeth 
came unto the iron gate that into the city ; which opened 
leadeth unto the city; which to them of its own accord : 
opened to them of his own ac- and they went out, and passed 
cord: and they went out, and on through one street ; and 
passed on through one street ; straightway the angel de- 
and forthwith'the angel departed 11 parted from him. And when 
from him. Peter was come to himself, he 
11 And when Peter was come said, Now I know of a truth, 
to himself, he said, Now I know that the Lord hath sent forth 
of a surety, that the Lord hath bi " 4 delivered 
sent his angel, and hath de- a eS ee 
livered me out of the hand of out of the hand of Herod, 
Hér’od, and from all the expec- and from all the expectation 
tation of the poe of the Jews. of the people of the Jews. 
12 And when he haa consid- 42 And when he had considered 
ered the thing, he came to the the thing, he came to the 
house of Mary the mother of house of Mary the mother of 
ohn, whose surname was h Ah ry 
fark ; where many were gath- John whose surname was 
ered together praying. Mark; where many were 
13 And as Peter , vor at gathered together and were 
the door of the gate, a damsel 13 praying. And when he 
Rhe’d to hearken, named knocked at the door of the 
o' da. ; ; 
‘ . gate, a maid came to answer, 
: 14 And when she knew Peter's 14 named Rhoda. And when 
voice, she opened not the gate ed , 
for gladness, but ran in, and she knew Peter's voice, she 
told how Peter stood before the opened not the gate for joy, 
gate. but ran in, and told that 
ts And they said unto her, Peter stpod before the gate. 
Pe per Rew oe she con- 15 And they said unto her, Thou 
oa tee Gane ‘aa. Ie te bis artmad. But she confidently 
: ‘ affirmed that it was even so. 
angel. And they said, It is hi 1 
16 But Peter continued knock- nd they said, rt is his angel. 
16 But Peter continued knock- 


ing : and when they had opened 
the door, and saw him, they 
were astonished. 





1 Or, through 


ing: and when they had 
opened, they saw him, and 






(7) 23% 





17 But he, beckoning unto 
them with the hand to hold their 
peace, declared unto them how 
the Lord had brought him out 
of the’ prison. And he said, Go 
shew these things unto James, 
and to the brethren. And he 
departed, and went into another 
place. 


17 were amazed. But he, beck- 
oning unto them with 
hand to hold their peace, de- 
clared unto them how the 
Lord had brought him forth 
out of the prison. And he 
said, Tell these things unto 
James, and to the brethren, 
And he departed, and went 
to another place. 


The American Revisers would substitute “knew ” for “ wist” in verseg. 
LOA 
Lesson Plan and Analysis 


ToPic OF THE QUARTER: The Charch at Work. 


GOLDEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: We are laboure?s te- 


gether with God.—t Cor. 3: 9. 


LEssON TOPIC: Gaining Deliverance through Prayer. 


1. The Pressing Danger, vs. ga, 6. 
2. The Praying Church, vs. 5b, 12. 
3. The Ministering Angel, vs. 7-11. 
4. The Surprising Visitor, vs. 13-17. 


OUTLINE : 


Dari_ty HoME READINGs : 


none = M sera } Peter delivered from prison, 
W.—Psa. 33: 10-22. God's power to save. 
T.—Psa. 34: 1-10. The Lord’s angel. 
F.—Psa. 91: 1-16. Refuge of the godly. 
S.—Dan. 6: 1g-23. Able to deliver. 
S.—2 Cor. 1: 1-11. Helping by prayer. 
(These Home Readings are the selections of the International Bible 
Reading Association. The heavy type indicates the lesson.) 


ss 
Lesson Analysis 


I, 
1. Imprisoned : 
Peter therefore was kept in the prison (5). 
Delivering you up to the». . prisons (Luke ar : 12), 
When he had taken him, he put him in prison (Acts 12: 4). 
2. Doomed : 
Herod was about to bring him forth (6). 


Intending after the Passover to bring him forth (Acts 12 4). 
The time of my departure is come (2 Tim. 4 : 6). 


THE PRESSING DANGER, 


3- Guarded : 
Between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and guards (Gp 


Four quaternions of soldiers to guard him (Acts 12 44). 
By himself with the soldier that guarded him (Acts 28 ; 16), 


iH, THE PRAYING CHURCH, 
1. Praying Earnestly : 
Prayer was made earnestly of the church (5). 
Being in an agony he prayed more earnestly (Luke 22 : 44). 
Elijah ... prayed fervently (Jas. 5 : 17). 
2. Praying Specifically : 
Prayer was made... unto God for him (5). 
They asked, and he brought quails (Psa. 105 : 40). 
Elijah... prayed... that it might not rain (Jas. 5 : 17). 
3- Praying Unitedly : 
Many were gathered together and were praying (12), 
If two of you shall agree, .: . it shall be done (Matt. 18 : 19). 
These all with one accord continued steadfastly in prayer (Act® 
I : 14). 
Ill, THE MINISTERING ANGEL, 
1. Radiant : 
An angel... stood by him, and a light shined in the cell (J). 
His appearance was as lightning (Matt. 28 : 3). 
Two men stood by them in dazzling apparel (Luke 24 : 4), 
2. Helpful : 
He smote Peter,... awoke him, saying, Rise up (7). 
There appeared ... an angel from heaven, strengthening hig 
(Luke 22 : 43). 
Ministering spirits, sent forth to do service (Heb. 1 
3- Effective: 
The iron gate... opened ta them:... and they went out (tO). 
The angel of the Lord... delivereth them (Psa. 34 : 7). 
Ye angels of his: ye mighty in strength (Psa. 103 : 20). 


: 14). 


4- Assuring : 
The Lord hath sent forth his angel and delivered me (11), 
There stood by me... an angel, ... saying, Fear not (Acts a78 
23, 24). 
The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly (2 Pet. 2 : 9), 
IV, 
1. Inspiring Joy : « 
When she knew Peter's voice, she opened not the gate for fop 


(14). 
The disciples. . 


THE SURPRISING VISITOR, 


. were glad, when tHe, saw the Lord (Joha 


20 : 20). 
Whom when Paul saw, he thanked God (Acts 28 : 15). 
2. Arousing Doubt : 
They said unto her, Thou art mad... . It is his angel (15, 16). 
And when they saw him. . . some doubted (Matt. 28 : 17). 
They still disbelieved for joy (Luke 24 : 41). 
3- Begetting Amazement : 
They saw him, and were amazed (16). 


Filled with... amazement at that which had happened (Acts 
3 : Io). 

They changed their minds, and said that he was a god (Acts 
28 : 6). 


4- Stimulating Testimony : 
Tell these things unto James, and to the brethren (17). 
I will declare what he hath done for my soul (Psa. 66 : 16). 
Tell \nem how great things the Lord hath done for thee (Mark 


5 : 19). : 
e—— 
Verse 5.—‘' Prayer was made earnestly of the church unto God 
for him.”’ Prayer (1) By whom? (2) To whom ? (3) For whom? 


(4) In what spirit? (5) With what success ? 
Verse 7.—*‘' Behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him,” 


(x) 





















































































































































































































































































































































232 (8) 
The prisoner in his cell ; (2) The angel at his side ; (3) The help 


at his service. 
Verse 11.—'‘ Now I know of a truth, that the Lord hath... 


delivered me.'’ Assured (1) Of the Lord's grace; (2) Of the 
—* help ; (3) Of his own deliverance. 

‘erse 16,—"* they had opened, they saw him, and were 
amazed.'' (1) Investigation ; (2) Conviction ; (3) Amazement. 


Verse 17.—'' He departed, and went to another place.’ (1) 
Out of danger ; (2) Into safety. 


AS/SY 


Lesson Surroundings and 
Critical Notes 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, Q.D., LL.D. 
Lesson Surroundings 


NTERVENING Events.—The prediction at Antioch, by 
a prophet named Agabus, of an extensive famine, The 
collection for the relief of the brethren in Judea by the disciples, 
at Antioch, and the sending of the help by Barnabas and Saul. 
(It is generally held that this sending occurred about the time 
of the lesson, but Professor Ramsay places it in A. D. 40, two 
years later, so as to identify that visit of Paul to Jerusalem 
with the one narrated in Galatians 2. It is unlikely that the 
discussion mentioned in Galatians occurred before the first 


« missionary journey of Paul, and the chronological dislocation 


has no positive evidence to support it.) The persecution by 
Herod Agrippa, who kills James the son of Zebedee, and im- 
prisons Peter, intending to publicly sentence him after the 
passover. 

PLAckE.—Jerusalem ; a prison, and afterward the house of 
Mary the mother of Mark. 

Time.—At the close of the passover festival, A. D. 44, the 
year of Herod’s death, 

Prersons.—Herod the king, usually called Herod Agrippa I, 
the grandson of Herod the Great, and son of Aristobulus. 
He was a full brother of Herodias, who caused the murder of 
John the Baptist. At this time he was king over the whole 
of Palestine, the emperor Claudius having added Samaria and 
Judea to his domisiion (A .D. 41), Caligula having previously 
transferred to him the territory of Herod Antipas. He was 
a crafty, frivolous, and extravagant prince ’’ (Meyer). The 
account of his loathsome death is given in verses 20 to 23. 
The apostle Peter; a quarternion of soldiers on guard; an 
angel; a maid named Rhoda ; the assembled disciples at the 
house of Mary. James, probably the Lord’s brother, is also 
mentioned. 

3 


Critical Notes 


Verse 5.—Peter therefore was kept in the prison: Because 
Herod would not cariy his murderous purpose into effect 
until after the passover (v. 4). It cannot be inferred from 
verse 10 that the prison was outside of the city,— But prayer 
-was made earnestly of the church unto God for him: ‘ Earn- 
estly ’’ is more exact than ‘‘ without ceasing.’’ The tenses 
“in both clauses express what continued. 
Verse 6.—Herod was about to bring him forth: Not 
** would,’’ but ‘‘ was about to,’’ marking the time. ‘ Bring 
_ him forth” represents a word similar to that in verse 4, where 
the purpose is stated.— 7he same night: Probably on the 
night which closed the passover festival. — Peter was sleeping 
between two soldiers: Two of one quaternion formed the 
imner guard ; each quaternion served for one watch.—Bound 
with two chains: For additional security, probably because 
he was regarded as a condemned prisoner.— Guards before the 
door kept the prison: The “ guards ’’ seem to have been the 
other two soldiers of the quaternion, probably placed at some 
distance from each other (see on v. 10). Whether the 
**door ’’ was that of the cell or of the prison is uncertain, but 
the former is more likely. ‘‘ Kept,’’—that is, were keeping 
‘when what follows occurred. It was probably during the last 
watch of the night (3 to 6 A.M.), since the next change of 
guard would reveal the escape, and the discovery took place 
** as soon as it was day ” (v. 18). 

Verse 7.—An angel of the Lord: As in Acts §:19; 8: 
26.— Stood by him: As in Luke 2: 9, implyiag a sudden ap- 
pearance;—A light shined in the cell: Literally, ‘* dwelling- 
place,’’ but the term is applied toa prison cell in classical 
Greek, The light was evidently supernatural and sudden.— 
And he smote Peter on the side: Literally, ** smiting Peter,’’ 
etc, That a blow of some force was given appears from the 
effect.—Awoke him; The verb means also to raise up, but 
“awoke ’’ is the preferable sense here.—Rise up quickly: 
The command is specific, as the Greek tense indicates.—//is 
chains fell off from his hands: Probably as he attempted to 
rise, and evidently without awakening the soldiers. 

Verse 8.— Gird thyself; The first act in dressing himself, 
according to Oriental usage.—Aind on thy sandals: The 
mext step.— Cast thy garment about thee > The outer garment, 
or ‘cloak, which would be taken off before sleeping.— And 


as -© fellow me: The tense is changed, the command being to 


keep on following. 

Verse 9.—And he went out, and followed: It is implied 
that the angel went out as soon as Peter was clothed. This 
Clause points first to the single act of Peter’s going out, and 





then to his continued following.—And he wist not that it was 
true which was done by the angel; The tenses here and in the 
next clause point to a continued state of mind on the part of 
Peter, and ‘‘ which was done ”’ refers to the whole series of 
events still going on.—But thought that he saw a vision: 
Possibly such as he had seen at Joppa (Acts 10: 9-19). 

Verse 10.—And when they were past: Literally, ‘‘ passing 
through. ’’— The first and the second ward; Either two com- 
partments of the prison, or two guards, one after the other. The 
word is used in both senses, and all the earlier English ver- 
sions render it ‘‘ watch’ in this verse; but the reference to 
parts of the prison is favored by the use of ‘‘ passing through,’’ 
and by the fact that a slightly different form occurs in verse 6, 
where ‘‘ guards ’’ are spoken of.— The iron gate that leadeth 
into the city: The outer gate of the prison, not necessarily 
implying that the prison was outside the city. An ‘iron 
gate ’’ would be used for security, though this ome may have 
been well known at Jerusalem, as the description (in Greek) 
suggests. — Which opened to them of its own accord: The last 
phrase is the rendering of the Greek word from which ‘* auto- 
matic ”’ is derived.— Passed on through one street: Literally, 
‘‘ went forward one street,’’ probably the length of one street, 
which would not be very far.— Straightway the angel departed 
from him ; Suddenly, as he came, the verb being the exact 
opposite of that in verse 7. 

Verse 11.—Ahd when Peter was come to himself: Liter- 
ally, ‘* becoming in himself,’’ resuming his normal condition, 
losing the perplexity and doubt spoken of in verse 9. Luke 
describes a series of supernatural occurrences, and that with 
great detail. But with that ‘* economy of the supernatural ”’ 
characteristic of New Testament miracles, when Peter had 
been rescued and-brought to see what had happened, he is left 
to reflect and act in a natural way.—Now know 1 of a truth: 
The detailed description of Peter’s reflection is as vivid as that 
of his deliverance.— Sent forth: More exact than “ sent.’’— 
From all the expectation of the people of the Jews: Plainly 
implying that it was Herod’s purpose to kill him, to gratify 
the Jews. 

Verse 12,—And when he had wonsidered the thing: One 
word in Greek, ‘‘ considering.’’—-This may mean perceiving 
the true state of the case, or consideting what should be done. 
The former is simpler.—/He came to the house of Mary the 
mother of John whose surname was Mark: The son appears 
again in the narrative (13 : 5, 13 3 15 : 37, 39), and wrote the 
gospel bearing his name. He was a cousin of Barnabas (Col. 
4:10), probably through his mother, though this is only a 
conjecture.— Where many were gathered together and were 
praying: Believers, probably praying for Peter. The Re- 
vised Version restores the force of the original. 

Verse 13.—And when he knocked: ‘* Peter’’ occurs only in 
later manuscripts.— AZ the door of the gate; At the wicket, or 
small door, of the larger entrance.—A maid camé to answer: 
The term means both to listen and to obey ; in this case, ‘‘ an- 
swer ’’ exactly expresses the sense, as in colloquial English.— 
Named Rhoda: Otherwise unknown, but doubtless a be- 
liever, acquainted with Peter. 
not ‘* rose,’’ 

Verse 14.— When she knew Peter's voice: Recognizing it 
as soon as he spoke.—She opened not the gate for joy: The 
term is usually rendered * joy,’’ not’ ‘‘ gladness,’’—Aut ran 
in, and told that Peter stood before the gate: ‘* That” is 
preferable to ‘‘how.’’ A strikingly natural description. 

Verse 15.— Zhou art mad: The word used by Festus to 
Paul (Acts 26: 24), suggesting the extreme incredibility of 
what had been previously said, rather than actual insanity.— 
But she confidently affirmed that it was even so: ‘* Confi- 
dently affirmed ’’ represents one Greek word (literally, ‘‘ to 
lean upon’’), expressing strong assertion. ‘‘ Constantly ”’ 
(Auth, Ver.) now suggests continued action, which the Greek 
implies in the tense, not in the verb itself.—And they said, It 
is his angel: The word sometimes means ‘‘ messenger,’’ but 
a messenger would not have Peter’s voice, and Peter could 
not be supposed to have sent a messenger. The assembled 
Christians, brought up with the Jewish notions of guardian 
angels, thought for the moment that such an angel stood at 
the door instead of Peter himself. 

Verse 16.—But Peter continued knocking: While this dis- 
cussion was going on.—And when they had opened : Literally, 
** opening.’’ Probably a number of them went to the gate.— 

Tuey saw him, and were amazed: The Revised Version 
properly makes these two clauses co-ordinate. After opening 
the gate, they saw that it was really Peter, and in consequence 
they were amazed. The last verb is uniformly rendered 
“*amazed’’ in the Revised Version. This amazement was 
perfectly natural, and does not imply that they had not been 
earnest in their petitions for Peter. 

Verse 17.—Bechkoning unto them with the hand: Literally, 
“shaking down’’ (comp. 13: 16; 19: 33; 21:40). In all 
four instances used of a preliminary gesture calling for atten- 
tion.— 7 hold their peace: A tumult of questions and of 
greetings might have followed, but Peter desired to tell his 
story, and then withdraw for safety.— Declared unto them: 

Pointing to a detailed narrative.— How the Lord had brought 
him forth out of the prison: The angel was an angel of the 
Lord (v. 7), and the deliverance was wrought by the Lord 


The name means “* rose-tree,”’ 
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(v. 11).—7Zedl these things unto James: Undoubtedly the 
Lord’s brother, so prominent in the church at Jerusalem. 
He is probably not identical with James the son of Alpheus, 
one of the apostles. The early church did Mot identify them, 
though there was a difference of opinion as to whether this 
James was a son of Mary and Joseph, or of the latter by a 
former wife.—And to the brethren: To the believers in gen- 
eral, only a small fraction of whom could have been in the 
house of Mary. James is named first, as the chief representa- 
tive of the brethren (the apostles may have been absent) ; and 
they are to be told, because Peter himself could not delay, but 
must seek safety. God had delivered him by supernatural 
means, but now he must use natural means for his security. 
To have neglected these, would have been to tempt God.— 
And he departed: Literally, *‘ going out’’ of the house.— 
And went to another place: A different place, but of which 
no other hint is given. ‘‘ Went’’ is the verb often rendered 
** went his way.’’ Antioch, which he afterwards visited (Gal. 
2:11), could scarcely be meant; Cesarea would be a poor 
place in which to hide from Herod; and Rome (which some 
Roman Catholics suggest) is out of the question, 


Western Theological Seminary. 


AY 
The Lesson Story 
By Cunningham Geikie, D.D., LL.D. 


EARLY twenty years had passed since the Day of Pen- 
tecost. Claudius had succeeded Caligula as emperor 
in A. D. 41, and, in gratitude for skilful management by which 
he had gained the crown, imstead of being murdered, the un- 
principled adventurer to whom he had been greatly indebted 
for this—Agrippa I, grandson of Herod the Great—had at last 
been given the object of his lifelong ambition, by being ap- 
pointed king of all Palestine. He had fled from Palestine a 
bankrupt, arrested for debt, and able to get away only by 
borrowing money at usurious interest, and. he was now to 
return as the lord of a territory more spacious than that of 
any previous Jewish king except David and Herod, Under 
Tiberius he had been in jail, not without fear of death; but 
his boon companion Caligula had set him free, and given 
him a gold chain and fetter in remembrance of his prison life. 
At Tiberias he had been forced to accept the post of clerk of 
the market from Antipas,—a slight he never forgave. 

But now, on his return to Jerusalem as king, he was shrewd 
enough to play the part, when with his Jewish subjects, of a 
zealous son of the Law. The grand gold chain was hung up 
over the temple treasury to show how God could raise those 
who had been cast down ; a splendid thank-offering proclaimed 
his gratitude to Jehovah ; and the payment of a large sum, to 
discharge the vows of a crowd of Nazarites, showed his pious 
devotion to his religion! An offering from him was, more- 
over, presented at the altar daily ; and at the great feast he 
might be seen carrying on his shoulder the basket containing 
the first-fruits, like the humblest Jew. The affront to a local 
synagogue by some youths was punished, at his order, by their 
death ; the intended bridegroom of his daughter Drusilla was 
required to have himself circumcised, and on his refusal the 
marriage was broken off. At the feast of tabernacles he read 
the Book of Deuteronomy at the reader’s stand, weeping 
when he came to the words that a stranger was not to rule 
over Jews; but he won the reward of this acting by the mul- 
titude crying out to him not to weep, that he was their 
brother! Jerusalem and Judea were farther won over by his 
building a third wall round the Holy City. 

The Christian community in the capital had enjoyed peace 
till now for many years, thanks to the earnest Judaism of the 
leaders, who found favor with the populace from their loyalty 
to the rabbinical laws and the temple service. But the fanati- 
cal mob of such a place only needed a word to rise against 
any who differed, however slightly, from the established reli- 
gious system, and the preaching of Christ as the Messiah was 
too fatal to Jewish aspirations for a world-kingdom, under a 
warlike Messiah, to be long borne patiently. Seeing this ten- 
dency of the public mind, Agrippa, whose private life was as 
revolting as his life before the people was puritanical, believed 
he could gain another step in popularity by “* putting forth his 
hands to afflict certain of the church,”’ and began by seizing 
James, the brother of John, who now drank of his Master’s 
cup, as Jesus had foretold (Matt. 20: 23), tough his dying 
moments were cheered, if tradition be accepted, by the con- 


version of his executioner, won by the martyr’s words and 


bearing. 

This crime having pleased the crowd, Agrippa proceeded 
to arrest Peter, the chief man among the Christians, although 
he had always been a zealous Jew. Thrown into the Jewish 
prison, four watchers were appointed to Quard him continu- 
ously, a new set being sent in each six hours, and he was fur- 
ther chained, by the wrist of each hand, to two of his four 
warders, while still other guards were posted before the prison 
gates. Humanly speaking, his fate was sealed. 

But there were resources of which Agrippa little thought. 
‘* Prayer was made earnestly of the church to God for him,” 
and it entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. Vet the 
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answer did not come till hope seemed vain. Then, however, 
when the sky was darkest, an angel, we are told, suddenly 
stood by the sleeping apostle, filling his cell with light. Waked 
up, the worthy Galilean found the chains drop from his hands 
as he rose. His dress needed arrangement before he could 
leave, and he had to bind his sandals on his bare feet ; but 
this done, without disturbing the sentries, who must have 
been cast into sleep, at the word of the angel he followed him. 

He had been in the inmost ward, for he passed a first and 
second one, but the great iron outer gate still barred the way. 
As they approached it, however, even this swung back on its 
hinges of its own accord, and Peter and the angel were in the 
open street. The delivered one could hardly believe as yet 
that the whole was real, and, well as he knew every street, 
had to beguided some distance before he collected his senses 
enough to be left. Then, however, he found himself alone, 
and determined to make for the house of Mary, the mother 
of John Mark,—apparently a center at which the Christians 
habitually met. Thither, therefore, he betook himself. 

A large number of brethren were at the moment gathered 
there in prayer for him, but the maid, when he knocked at 
the gate of the courtyard, was too overjoyed to admit him, 
and ran in to tell that he stood outside. Only Peter’s con- 
tinued knocking gained him, at last, admission ; for it seemed 
that, at best, it could only be his spirit who was there. But, 
once among his friends, an account of the wonderful deliver- 
ance was given, after which, with an injunction that they 
should tell what he had said to James, the head of the local 
church, and to the brethren, he wisely withdrew into still 
deeper secrecy. 


Bournemouth, England. 
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Delivered out of the Mouth of 
the Lion 


By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


HIS chapter of Acts is full of minute details and vivid 
touches which can only have come from an eye-witness. 
These are particularly obvious in the parts narrating the events 
in the house of Mary. Some one who had been there had 
told Luke the story ; and who so likely as Mark, Mary’s son, 
who was, as we know, in Rome with Paul and Luke? The 
manner of the narrative recalls Mark’s Gospel. 

Verse 5 is best understood when taken in close connection 
with the preceding verses. There we have set forth the rage 
and power of Herod, his ignoble motive in his cruelty, his 
elaborate precautions to keep his victim, his malicious calcu- 
lation of the time when his execution would tell most og the 
mob. So verse 5 shows us the helpless prisoner sitting in his 
cell, with sixteen soldiers to look after him ; and then, with 
that eloquent ‘‘ but,’’ it shows us the power which was 
mightier than Herod and his bolts and chains and four qua- 
ternions. A handful of poor men ‘“ caught at God’s skirts and 
prayed,’’ and all the precautions were made ridiculous, The 
obvious intention is to assign the miraculous deliverance of the 
apostle to the church’s prayers as its cause. It is the same 
connection of thought as that in Psalm 18, where the magnifi- 
cent theophany is, as it were, set in motion by the psalmist’s 
prayer entering into God’s ears, and has for its purpose the 
drawing of one poor man out of many waters. 

The Church is not defenseless, though unarmed. Onur trae 
weapons are prayer and patient endurance. Whenever 
Christ’s servants have been tempted to relinquish these, and 
to oppose the world’s violence with the world’s arms, they 
have fallen beneath their true height, and deserved the defeat 
which they have got. 

The time of the answer to the church’s prayer is markedly 
given. It was not till the very night before the intended exe- 
cution that it came, though Peter had evidently been in prison 
for some time, and the praying had been continuous through- 
out. God’s help is dften long, but never late.» It tarries that 
it may be sought, and that faith may be increased by testing, 
as well as that, coming in the very nick of time, it may be 
plainly seen to be from him. 

The brethren were awake on that last night, as was thought, 
of Peter’s life, and their prayers went up through the midnight 
to the unslumbering Lord. He was awake to help, but Peter 
slept quietly, though he knew that death was determined when 
morning dawned. Trust brings peace, and a heart stayed on 
Christ is not agitated by the approach of ‘‘ the shadow feared 
of man.’’ It was not a posture favorable to sleep to be be- 
tween two soldiers, bound to each with chains. Even then 
and there he laid himself down in peace and slept, for even 
then and there the Lord made him dwell in safety. 

The process of deliverance suggests many thoughts and les- 
sons. We can scarcely miss the remarkable parallel between 
Luke’s language in describing the appearance of the angel in 
the gloomy cell and in telling of the angel who brought the 
news of Messiah’s birth to the shepherds. The same word is 
used to describe the attitude of both, a like light blazed in the 
prison cell as shone on the hillside. The servant's deliver- 
ance was as worthy of angelic messengers as the Master’s 
coming, and the former was the consequence of the latter. 


The leisureliness of the deliverance witnesses to the work- 
ing of almighty power, which had no need to hurry, since 
nothing could stay its success. Therefore, though Peter 
might think there was danger of waking the sentries, and 
might be feverish over the delay, he has to dress himself in all 
the clothes which he had put off to rest the more comfortably, 
—sandals, girdle, and upper tunic. No doubt he cast manya 
half-frightened, half-bewildered look at the two soldiers, fear- 
ing lest they should wake. He perhaps would fain have 
abbreviated the process, but Omnipotence can afford to take 
time. ‘* Ye shall not go out with haste: .. . for the Lord will 
go before you.”’ 

Did the apostle remember, as he attired himself, his Lord’s 
word, ‘‘ Thou girdest thyself, and walkest whither thou would- 
est,’’ and feel that the time had not yet come when another 
should gird him and lead him to death? Probably he thought 
of nothing, but was dazed. That half-conscious condition is 
forcibly described in the story, and the description could only 
have come from himself. 

The same majestic leisureliness is stamped on the remainder 
of the narrative. It would have been as easy for the angel to 
have borne him clear away and set him down at Mary’s door, 
but that would not have demonstrated the calm completeness 
of the delivering power so strikingly as the deliberate passage 
through the vain precautions for his safe detention. Herod 
may have his three gates with a guard at each, but they are 
useless. How the pair passed unseen is not told us, but, 
whether the guards were sunk in sleep or the angel was in- 
visible to them, and the fully attired mani was taken for some 
servant of the jailer’s going about some errand, he slipped 
through unchallenged. 

The last obstacle was the most formidable. The massive 
iron outer gate,—how was that to be opened? The keys 
were, no doubt, under the jailer’s pillow, and, if Peter was fit 
to think, he might well have thought that that frowning portal 
could neither be unlocked nor scaled. But when God leads, 
difficulties melt away when approached, The massive door 
swung open, and not a hinge creaked nor a bolt grated, and 
there was the empty street—or, as a various reading has it, a 
flight of steps leading to the street—in front of the two, So 
the suspense during the long process is ended, and freedom is 
secured. Apparently all was done in silence. 

The angel spoke no further word after commanding Peter 
to follow him, and the apostle was struck dumb for once in 
his life, ready as he had always been to put his oar into any 
conversation, In the same silence the angel ‘‘ departed from 
him,’’ Where nothing but a miracle will avail, the miracle is 
wrought ; but the miraculous is kept down as much as possi- 
ble, and, where-a man can act for himself, he is left to act. 
Economy of the miraculous is a distinct characteristic of the 
New Testament wonders. And a general principle of Christ’s 
dealings with his servants is exemplified in the angel’s disap- 
pearance. We get the measure of divine help that we need, 
but we are not to be passive recipients, nor are we to lean on 
that help so as to omit our own efforts, ‘* Work out your own 
salvation : . . . for it is God which worketh in you.”’ 

Naturally Peter’s being left to himself brought him to him- 
self. The necessity for decision and swift action steadied him, 
and, as he stands ulone there in the street, and seés the 
familiar objects round him in the gray twilight, the dream, as 
he had thought it, solidifies into ‘‘ the sober certainty of 

waking bliss.’’ The description of his state of mind points, as 
before, to the source of the narrative. Observe, too, the 
accurate discrimination between the ‘‘ hand of Herod ”’ and 
the ‘‘ expectation of the people.’? The persecuting power 
was not now the rulers, but the king; and the fickle people, 
who had a little while before had the disciples in favor, were 
now anticipating with cruel gratification the spectacle of the 
execution as a pleasant close to the passover feast. 

If the description of Peter’s state of mind points to him as 
the ultimate source of Luke’s information, the note that Mary 
was Mark’s mother points to Marle as the immediate infor- 
mant. Possibly the apostle knew that he would find the 
brethren gathered at the house, but more likely his motive for 
going there was its nearness, for the light would be increas- 
ing, and immediate flight was necessary. 

The vivid touches in the account of Rhoda’s behavior can 
only have come from an eye-witness. Her relations with the 
assembled disciples give a beautiful hint of the bond of com- 
mon faith which was softening the sharp distinction between 
masters and servants. Would that the same effect was_more 
frequently and strongly evident now! Rhoda’s heart beat in 
full sympathy with the prayers, and she had evidently been 
present with the other suppliants. But when she heard the 
knocking, she stopped praying to do her work. 


est orare.”’ 


** Laborare 
True devotion never neglects humble duties. 
The illogical result of her joy is beautifully lifelike. In the 
whirl of her excitement she forgets that Peter might be ahead 
of pursuers by but a moment, and that delay might be fatal. 
So she leaves him hammering away at the gate, and rushes back 
open-mouthed with her story. Its reception by the brethren 
is equally characteristic. They could not believe that what 
they had been praying for was granted. We often pray in the 
same fashion, with earnestness of desire, which yet is not full 
expectation, and would be as much astonished as were 
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Mary and her guests if the answer we sought came down 
upon us. 

The first explanation was to say that Rhoda had suddenly 
gone mad; and when her persistent affirmation contradicted 
that, the second was that Peter’s guardian angel, whom they 
supposed to be like him, had come. They do not seem to 
have asked themselves what good his coming would have 
done, But it is characteristic of incredulity as to the super- 
natural that it is more credulous than faith, and is ready to 
swallow much huger improbabilities than those which it 
rejects, It strains out the gnat, and bolts down the camel at 
a gulp. 

If it was his angel, the angel could make a good deal of 
noise, and the discussion as to what was at the door was car- 
ried on to a running accompaniment of vigorous knocking, 
At last it occurred to some wise man that perhaps the shortest 
way to end the discussion was to go and open the door, which 
one would have thought might have occurred to them sooner, 
We note the little touch of nature in that “‘ they’’ go to the 
gate this time. Rhoda, no doubt, was afraid to go alone, and 
all were curious to see. So they went in a body, and ‘* were 
amazed.’’ Gladness would come presently, but surprise was 
uppermost at first. How much unbelief mingles with out 
most earnest prayers, and how unworthily we receive the 
greatest blessings sent in answer ! 

Peter does not seem to have gone into the house. Time 
pressed, and he must be out of sight and reach before day 
fully dawned. The angel had done what only the angel 
could do, and now Peter’s own wits had to do the rest. 

Note the little touch descriptive of his gesture. It vividly 
brings up the noise made by the astonished brethren, eagerly 
exclaiming and talking at the top of their voices and all at 
once, as excitable Easterns do. His account would be sum- 
mary, and leave no time for questions. His message to 
James and the brethren implies that James had some position 
of recognized authority. He was probably the same James 
whom we find as president at the council of the church in 
chapter 15, and: is to be identified with the Lord’s brother, 

Peter’s hiding-place was probably not known to Mark or to 
Luke’s informant, whoever he was. 
had long passed when this book was written. 


The reason for secrecy 
But the ab- 
sence of the name of’the place vividly reproduces the secrecy” 
necessary at the time. It was no cowardice to fles. The 
morbid craving for martyrdom which sprang up later was a 
much less heroic thing than the courage which could sleep 
the sleep of faith on the night before execution, and was not 
afraid to save by flight a life which was to be used for preach- 
ing the gospel. Life is part of the Christian’s stewardship, and 
no man has a right to throw it away by rash and needless 
exposure, 


Fallowfield, Manchester, England. 
KS 


Teaching Points 


By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D, 
Ask What Ye Will 


HE point in this lesson is not the miracle, but its cause ; 
not the prison opened, but the prayer that didit. When 
a thinking man sees a locomotive pulling a city street of par- 
lors, diners and sleepers across a continent, he says, ‘* What 
is the power?’’ When he sees a geyser throw a millién gal- 
lons of water two hundred feét high he is more intgrested in 
the steam that flings it than in the water that is flung. So 
here the dungeon, the fallen chains, the self-opening gate, the 
half-dazed Peter free, are not the main points, but the power 
that did all this. 

The whole Bible is a record of things impossible to men, 
yet of things that would not have been done except -by men, 
The train is not pulled and shoved by men, but it would not 
go except for men. The power that divides seas, burns water, 
raises the dead, is not in men, but it is commanded and handled 
by men. Without men it does none of these things. y 

Consider the hundreds of things impo§s:vle to men done by 
prayer. Man’s history would be as empty and useless as the 
history of behemoths if these were left out. 

Consider that it works in all realms: physical, heavens shut 
and opened, rivers divided, iron made to swim, bread brought ; 
mental, the king’s mind changed, armies panic-stricken ; 
spiritual ; and all so absolutely easy that no human intelligence 
can tell which is more so. 

This power is not “exhausted. The whole teaching of the 
Bible is that this power is to be more and more at the service 
of man. Christ taught nothing more clearly than that men’s 
prayers really influence the purposes and actionsof God. No 
truthful man could have given us the command, ‘‘ Ask what ye 
will,’’ and its following words, ‘‘ It shall be done,”’ if he did 
not believe that prayer was answered in all realms of nature 
and grace. 

Of course, the realm of power that waits on prayer has its 
laws as really as the realm of steam. If you' do not observe 
the laws, you get no power, except it may be to be blown up. 

Note the laws indicated here: 1. They asked for what they 
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could not do themselves, Peter was in prison, no mob or 
petition of the people could help him, so they asked God. 
2. They made prayer without ceasing. Of course, faith did 
not fail because of prison bars, or prayer would have stopped. 
3. The answer was beyond all expectation, too much to be 
believed even (v. 15). 4. Tell of it at once. Say the Lord 
did it. Send the news to all interested. Write it out for 
future ages (v. 17). 






University Park, Colo. 
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Illustrative Applications 
By Wayland Hoyt, D.D. 


UT prayer was made earnestly of the church unto God 
for him (¥. 5). Focus your attention on that tremen- 
dous ‘‘ but.’’ Herod is king. Herod is powerful. Herod’: 
plans are laid, and he is set on them, When the passover is 
gone, Herod will make of Peter’s execution a gala-time. The 
Jews, who hate Peter, will tumultuously applaud. Thus the 
more firmly fixed, and winning brighter luster, will be Herod’s 
kinghood, And Peter is guarded: chains on wrists ; soldiers, 
with their wrists chained to his, sleeping at his side, the least 
movement on Peter’s part will awaken them ; other soldiers, 
too, are pacing back and forth before the prison gate ; be- 
sides, there are still other soldiers detailed and ready to take 
the place of these when their watch is done. Fasten your 
attention, however, on this tremendous “but.’’ It covers 
and suggests a force prevailing, masterful. Men, in their 
large wisdom and dovetailing calculations, are very apt to fail 
to take account of this force. Yet here is a force more real 
and great than thrones, scepters, marshaled armies. ‘‘ But ’’ 
—prayer was made earnestly of the church unto God for him, 
Heed the sort of prayer going on there. Literally it is stretched- 
out prayer, as when one stretches out his hand to take definite 
grasp on something. It was stretched out, intent, particu- 
larizing prayer. And that sort of prayer is a real force. It 
brought marvelous answer and deliverance. I beseech you, 
have faith in such sort of prayer, and use it more. These 
things are written unto us for examples, Definitely, intently, 
tell your need or desire before the Throne. Something will 
come of it, even though you seem to be praying in the face of 
walls and chains and hostile weapons. 
come weeping home.’’ 

The same night Peter was sleeping (v. 6). 
ing so peace-bringing as a definite decision. He is no longer 
the wavering Peter, who once denied his Lord. He is now 
indeed the rock Christ promised he should become, settled in 
purpose to be true to the Master at all hazards, 
sleep peacefully, whatever the morrow may bring forth. 
man of the divided mind is the restless man. 
cross-currents. He is amid the strain and contentions of self- 
disputations. Now he thinks he will do this, then that. He 
cannot have peace, Sleep cannot much bless him. But the 
mind definitely determined upon righteousness has entered 
into peace. It is not so wonderful that he can sleep. He 
giveth his beloved sleep. 

Rise up quickly, And his chains fell off from his hands. . . 
Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. . . . Cast thy garment 
about thee, and follow me... . The iron gate... which opened 
to them of its own accord (vs. 7, 8, 10). Wiil you notice that 
what Peter could not do for himself the angel did for him? 
The angel cast off his chains, he swung apart the iron gate ; 
these things Peter could not do. But the sandals Peter was 
to himself bind on, because he could ; and he was to cast his 
garment round himself and follow the angel for the same rea- 
son. I think a very real and practical principle is disclosed 
here. Prayer brings help to our helpless need ; prayer will 
not bring help to our refusal of exertion where we can éxert 
ourselves. I am periectly sure that prayer that his sandals 
might be bound on, and his garment be cast about him, 
would never have gotten answer, though Peter himself and the 
church with him had thus made petition. Prayer never puts 
premium upon listlessness, laggardness, inattention. If the 
answer to your prayer seems slow in coming, I am sure it 
would be well for you to seek to discover if there be not some 
sandal you can bind on, if there be not some garment you can 
cast about yourself, if there be not some following you should 
set yourself at. There is a good deal of even Christian truth 
in the old heathen motto, ‘‘The gods help those who help 
themselves.’’ 

But Peter continued knocking: and when they had opened, 
they saw him, and were amased (v. 16). And so they de- 
clared that Rhoda was crazy, because she affirmed that their 
prayers had been veritably answered. And then they had to 
give another and strange explanation of the knocking they 
heard, and then, when at last Peter stood before them, they 
were amazed. And for a long time Peter, kept outside, had 
to continue knocking, before he could so much as get in. 
They were- not ready to receive the answer to their own 
prayers. I think there are a good many knocking Peters of 
answered prayers kept outside still, For example, there is 
the knocking Peter of the forgiveness of sins, frequently kept 


** Good prayers never 


There is noth- 


So he can 
The 
He is caught in 
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outside. A great and aged saint says: ‘‘I have enjoyed the 
forgiveness of my sins for fifty-two years. By the grace of 
God I never have for one single moment doubted that my sins 
were forgiven. How do I know that my sins are forgiven ? 
Have I heard something like a voice from heaven about it? 
No; on no account do I wish it. Had I a dream about it? 
No; nor do I care about it. Had I in some powerful way a 
passage applied to my heart? Not even this. But I rest in 
childlike simplicity on the word of God, where it is declared 
whosoever believes in the Lord Jesus shall obtain the forgive- 
ness of his sins.’’ So you see this great and aged saint has 
been letting the Peter of forgiven sin in, and having the com- 
fort of it, by believing the divine promise. But I have known 
ever so many people who wanted something more and other 
than a divine promise, some waft of feeling, some sudden 
jump from dark to light, some preconceived sort of experience ; 
and unwilling to rely on a divine promise, and craving some- 
thing else, they have kept this Peter of the forgiveness of their 
sins knocking outside their heart, some of them for years and 
years. For example, again, there is the knocking Peter of 
service. Many times people pray that they may be given ser- 
vice to do for Jesus. How frequently I have heard such 
prayers in prayer-meeting ! And here comes the service for 
them to do, knocking at their heart’s gate and hands’ gate for 
entrance. It may be the teaching of a Sunday-school class, it 
raay be the giving of’some money, it may be testifying for their 
Lord by speech, it may be the setting right some difficulty 
with some one, it may be this or that; but such knocking 
Peter of service they will not give entrance to. They keep 
him outside. The very,thing they have prayed for they will 
have none of. Ah me! What a wonderful church or Sun- 
day-school yours would be if every member or teacher would 
let in the Peter of service they have been praying for ! 


Philadelphia. 
AS 
Teaching Hints 


By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


O-DAY we have Peter in prison for the third time. Once 

he was there with John, but Pot off that time free. The 

next time he was in with all the other apostles, and this time 
he had to submit to a scourging. But in spite of this, he went 
on preaching and working, all the same. Then came the 
martyrdom of Stephen, showing that the foe was growing 
more and more fierce. Now he was in prison once more, and 
he knew that his prospect was far from reassuring, for Herod 
had killed James with the sword, and intended to execute 
Peter as soon as.the passover had passed. 
outlook was dark. 


In very truth, the 
There was in it all only one ray of light, and 
that was to be found in the fact that the church was praying 
without ceasing for their dear friend. These prayers prevailed, 
and God gave deliverance to his servant in a most signal man- 
ner, as is told in our lesson. 

The disciples had no bed of roses on which to lie. Their 
own Master had foretold this, and now they were experiencing 
what he had predicted. To be a follower of Jesus cost much 
in those days. We fail to realize this as we should. Most of 
the apostles had to bear continual persecution. Mostof them 
died violent deaths, and, while they lived, suffered severely. 
Paul says of himself that he suffered hunger and thirst and 
nakedness, and whippings, and stonings, and shipwrecks, 
and all manner of privations. 
this. 

If any have a vague thought that God always interfered to 
prevent his followers from suffering, they are much mistaken. 
Did not Paul write to suffering Timothy, “* Yea, and all that 
will live godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution ?”’ 
(2 Tim, 3: 12.) This had been the lot of the prophets before 
them, for they were persecuted by the ungodly men and 
women of their time. For proof of this look at the lives of 
Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and others. So, if our scholars have 
to suffer because they are Christians, let them not think that 
God has forgotten them. Theirs is but the experience that 
many of their fellow-Christians of other times, and of this 
time as well, have been called on to pass through. But just 
as God gave Peter and the rest sufficient grace, so he will do 
for us. 

Another good lesson may be found in the power of united 
prayer. ‘‘The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much,’’ and how much more the united prayer of any 
church. “In reality, the only availing power that the church 
of to-day has, is found in true prayer. 


Nor was he alone in all 


All else is merely 
human power, while this is divine power. So with the in- 
dividual believer. With 
that he will be able always to gain the spiritual victory, and 
withoyt it, never. The hymn is right which says: 


His one power is believirg prayer. 


“Satan trembles when he sees 
The weakest saint upon his knees."’ 


Impress on your class this power which we have of bringing 
to our rescue the whole force of the divine. It 
Try it, and see. 


is @ power 
almost omnipotent. 
New York -City. 





The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


a ve Mote.-Fil jotreneniee abent Sele — of studies 
ma und in The Sunda 0° mes for Jan s. . 
A leafiet explaining the nutes: and embodying PH - i ty 
the conduct of a Bible class, will be sent free to any one, upoa 
request, But this leafiet is only sug estive, and each week's 
issue of The Sunday School Times be needed by every mem- 
ber of a class that is following the course. Free — copies 
of any one issue of The Sunday School Times will be cont eee 
request. A carefully prepared list of books, helpful for 

study, with brief comment upon their scope and relative value, 
will also sent free, upon request, to those who follow the 
course. he books themselves may be purchased from The 
Sunday School Times. Questions which teachers may wish to 
ask, in connection with their study or teaching, are invited by 
the Editor. When of sufficient general interest, they will be an- 
swered in the parer i if an answer by mail is desired, a two-cent 
stamp should be enclosed.] 


(Acts 12: 1-24.) 
I, THE GENERAL PREPARATION. 
{For each member of the Bible class.] 

Read over Acts 12: 1-24. Then reread it deliberately, 
noting (1) the motive (v. 3) of Herod Agrippa’s persecution ; 
(2) the reason (v. 3) for taking no summary action with Peter ; 
(3) the measures taken to prevent his escape (vs. 4, 6,7, 
10) ; (4) the long test of the church’s earnestness (vs. 5, 6) ; 
(5) the incredulity shown both by Peter (v. 9) and by the dis- 
ciples (v. 15); (6) Peter’s escape from the city; (7) the 
wretched death of the blasphemous king. 

II. Topics FoR StupyY AND Discussion, 
[For the leader to allot in advance to members of the class.] 

Books of reference (see Editor’s Note above). 

Rice, 162 170; Lumby, 146-155 ; Lindsay, 129-134; Ram- 
say, 49, 385, 28, 53; Stifler, 104-111; Maurice, ‘* Acts,’’ 
180-184; Taylor, ‘* Peter,’’ 300-317; Vaughan, 254-264. 

The references in brackets are to articles in the lesson helps 
of this number of The Sunday School Times. 


1. The Persecution by Herod. (1.) What seems to have 
been its motive? Was it more or less dangerous than the 
Pharisaic persecution ? [Outline Studies: III, 1. Geikie: [J 
2-4.] (2.) Why did the arrest of Peter precipitate such a 
crisis ? 

2. The Divine Deliverance. (3.) Notice the details which 
heighten the impression of the divine purpose in the whole 
act [Riddle: v. 11. McLaren: {{ 7,9, 10]. (4.) Why were 
Peter and the church so hesitant about believing that it was 
true? [Riddle: v. 16. Geikie: last §. Hoyt: v. 16.] (5.) 
What must have been the effect upon both parties ? [McLaren : 
TT 15-17-] 

3. The Prayer- Meetings. (6.) May we infer from verse 17 
that there was more than one assemblage for prayer? What 
was the probable burden of their prayer? [Riddle: v. 12. 
Warren : last 9.] 

4. Peter’s Movements, (7.) Note the interesting traits of 
thoughtfulness and caution illustrated by Peter’s actions after 
his deliverance [Riddle: v.17. McLaren: {{ 18-20]. (8.) 
When does he next appear in New Testament history? [Out- 
line Studies: § 1.] 

5. Herod’s Fatal Vanity. (9.) What reason does Luke 
give for his being smitten with the fatal malady? Does his- 
tory support this verdict upon Herod Agrippa I? [Outline 
Studies: III, 3.] 

6. The General Effect on the Church. (11.) What traits 
of the church which make for permanent growth are brought 
out by this narrative ? 

III. THe LEADING THOUGHTS. 

Providential care does not necessarily mean exemption from 
danger or from death. 

Providential care manifests itself in very unexpected ways. 

Does this episode furnish an illustration of the teachings of 
Jesus about prayer ? 

What an interesting glimpse it gives us of the life of the 
devout Christians in the city of Jerusalem ! 


New Haven, Conn. 
RSA 
Hints for the Intermediate Teacher 
By Faith Latimer 


BOUT ¢hat Time.—The scholars will have a clearer idea 

of the history of the early Christian church, if they have 

a correct knowledge of the order of events which may be 
gained frgm our studies in Acts. Every one of the twenty- 
eight chapters of the book should be read as we progress, and 
the few ‘intervening chapters yetween the chosen lessons 
should be studied as well. Before the time recorded in this 
chapter the vain, cruel emperor died. What did he want to 
have placed in the holy temple at Jerusalem?_ The next em- 
peror was wicked and weak. He appointed his friend Herod 
Agrippa to rule as king over Judea. Herod the Great, who 
ruled Judeagwhen Jesus was born, was his grandfather. The 
Herod who had John the Baptist beheaded in prison was Herod 
Antipas, a son of Herod the Great, and an uncle of Herod 
Agrippa, of whom we study to-day. Perhaps he did not really 
hate Christians, as many of the Jews did, but he wanted to 
be popular with his subjects, and yield to their wishes, just as 
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Pilate, when Jesus was tried and crucified, was willing to 
gratify the Jews. So with Herod Agrippa persecution began 
again. James the brother of John was the first to suffer death 
from Herod’s cruelty, When he began to afflict the church 
James was beheaded with the sword. His mother once asked 
Jesus if he’ would have her two sons, James and John, one on 
his right hand and one on his left in his kingdom. They all, 
mother and sons, believed Jesus was to reign as king, and 
they hoped to be like princes in places of power. Jesus said 
to them, “‘ Ye know not what ye ask.” He asked if they 
were able to share all that was before him. They said, ‘‘ We 
are able ;’’ but they did not know how, or how soon, James 
was.to die for Christ, or how long John was to live and suffer 
for his Master. ; 

Asleep in Prison.—Herod knew that the murder of James 
pleased the Jews, and he knew that they would be glad to 
have Peter put to death, so he was arrested and put in prison. 
Perhaps Herod or his officers had heard that Peter had before 
been in prison, and strangely disappeared. Do you know 
how? Herod resolved to keep him safely this time. He 
ordered sixteen soldiers to guard him from escaping or being 
rescued. Four soldiers watched at a time, —two at the door of 
his cell, and two chained to his arms. After their watch, four 
more soldiers came to take their turn, and so on all day and 
all night. This was the passover week, and, as it was unlaw- 
ful to put any to death at that time, Peter was kept in prison. 
The last night of his imprisonment came, for the next day 
Herod intended to have him led out todeath. The night was 
passing; at each watch the guards had been changed, the 
chains made secure, the soldiers fastened at his side, and Peter 
slept. To sleep in such a time how Peter must have trusted 
in God! How truly he proved the promise, ‘‘ Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee : be- 
cause he trustethin thee’’! Perhaps Peter felt that there were 
unseen guards around when he remembered his bemg in prison 
before, and thought of the promise given in our Golden Text. 
What is it? 

Deliverance.—Suddenly a light shone in the cell, a touch 
wakened him, a voice said, *‘ Rise up quickly.”’ The chains 
noiselessly fell from his hands. ‘‘ Gird thyself, bind on thy 
sandals,’’ said the voice ; ‘‘ cast thy garment about thee, and 
follow me.’’ Pat the sleeping guards, past the wards of the 
prison, the. great iron gate silently swung open of its own 
accord. They went out through one street-until Peter knew 
the way, and found that he was alone, It had seemed like a 
dream, a vision, but soon he realized that his wrists were un- 
shackled, his feet free towalk. He was released from prison, 
and how Herod and the people would wonder! Look in the 
eleventh verse, and see the words Peter said to himself in the 
street. a 

The House of Mary.—Peter knew where to find his friends. 
Even though past midnight, he went to the house of Mary the 
mother of John Mark, the one who wrote the Gospel of Mark. 
While Peter had been in prison, Christians had been praying 
earnestly for him, and that night they seem to have been 
praying all night, while they feared it might be the last few 
hours of Peter’s life. He knocked at the door or outer gate. 
A servant maid named Rhoda (which means ‘* rose-tree ’’) 
came to the gate. ‘* Who’sthere?’’ It was Peter’s voice that 
answered. Eager to run and tell the good news, she did not 
open the door, but ran to say that Peter stood’there. Al- 
though they had been praying for him all night, they could 
not believe Rhoda as she said over and over, ‘‘ It is Peter.’’ 
They said it was his angel, and not himself. He kept on 
knocking, and when at last they let him in they were amazed. 
Peter stood before them, lifting his hand tc beckon to them 
to hear how the Lord had brought him out of prison. 

James.—Peter told them to go and tell James, the head of 
the church, and the brethren, of his deliverance. Peter gave 
the praise to God, then hurried away from Jerusalem. Herod 
lived but a few weeks more, but he was so angry when Peter 
could not be found that he ordered the prison guards to be put 
to death. The king died a wretched death while Peter lived, 
and ‘‘ the word of God grew and multiplied.’’ An interest- 
ing lesson-review might be a blackboard list or a page in the 
scholars’ note-books, the, names of actors in the lesson, and 
brief facts of each, somewhat thus : 

James, brother of John, beheaded. 
Herod Agrippa, king of Judea. 

Peter, an apostle, in prison. 

An angel, sent to deliver. 

Mary, mother of John Mark. 

Rhoda, the servant maid. - 

James, head of the church in Jerusalem. 

Louisville, Ky. 
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Hints for the Primary Teacher 


By Julia E. Peck 


A GOOD many signs of our Easter celebration are found 

undisturbed in the primary room to-day. Upon seeing 
them, the children recall with interest their active part in 
decoraiion, service, amd song, and are not to be easily diverted 


aa 
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by the introduction of a new subject, and, as a matter of 
course, beg to sing their Easter songs *‘ all over again,’’ and 
protest against having Easter decorations, pictures, or sym- 
bols, removed from their sight. To abruptly turn from our 
Easter thoughts to introduce the new subject, and compel the 
children to listen, would not only discourage them, but might 
leave the class with the idea that there was now nothing fur- 
ther to be considered on the subject of the resurrection, when, 
as a matter of fact, we had hoped to make a deep and lasting 
impression on little minds, planning never during the year to 
lose sight of the Easter thought. 

They may now sing again their Easter songs, and repeat 
their verses ; and in this review, if carefully managed, we shall 
be able to merge the Easter lesson into the new subject for 
the day in such a way that the new thought becomes a part 
of the old, because it grows out of it. 

The first step after this review, and growing out of it: We 
teach of those occasions when the disciples talked with their 
risen Lord, and we speak particularly of the charge he gave 
them, dwelling at length upon the peculiar trust reposed in 
Peter, and we speak of the warning about the perils which- 
all must encounter if they gave themselves freely to the work 
of spreading the news of the Christ who lived and died for 
all men, : 

The next step, which is review: They wait for a sign from 
Jesus that their work is to begin. After briefly reviewing the 
Pentecost lesson, we review in detail the lesson upon ‘‘ The 
Prison Opened.’’ We show that, with the beginning of the 
work, the disciples encountered the perils which their Lord 
prophesied would follow the spreading of the Easter mes- 
sage, and the teaching of what it meant to every one in the 
world. 

Possibly we need strong contrast here, and in that case we 
have only to refer to our own beautiful and peaceful church, 
in which we may talk to each other and to strangers among 
us of the Christ who died and who lives again. Are there 
any now who willingly encounter perils for the sake of giv- 
ing his message? We mention here any accounts of mis- 
sionary work with which the children are already familiar, but 
do not introduce new matter. Recalling Lesson 7 of the 
last quarter: Peter had escaped from prison once in a way 
which his enemies could not understand (because they would 
hot believe that the Lord delivered him), and they were de- 
termined that nothing of the kind should ever happen again. 
They thought to secure him in this way: After describing the 
iron gates barred, the chains, guards, etc., we teach that 
Peter knew (even if his enemies did not) that no man could 
make iron chains or gates strong enough to hold him pris- 
oner, if God willed that he should continue his work of. 

We describe the prisoner sleeping trustfully, assured that, 
whether he escaped, or should be killed by his enemies, he 
would be safe forever with his Master. We might pause here 
to turn the lesson and application on the subject of answered 
prayer. We prefer, however, to teach incidentally of the 
friends who were praying for Peter’s escape, knowing the 
strength of those iron chains, but also knowing that God’s 
arm was stronger still. With this thought we teach the 
Golden Text, explaining the words ‘‘ encampeth’’ and ‘‘ de- 
livereth.’” We cannot well turn the application upon the 
subject of answered prayer, because the dramatic scene of 
Peter’s miraculous escape holds attention so closely that, by 
turning abruptly from the thought of deliverance to the 
thought of answered prayer, we lose our hold on the class, 
who have been watching Peter closely, and will not turn from 
him in his peril to hear what his friends are thinking or feeling. 

Deliverance, then, is the underlying thought of our appli- 
cation. With it we teach that nothing shall separate us from 
the love of God. We memorize, in closing, two verses of 
the eighth chapter of Romans (35 and 39), which will emphasize 
the thought we have tried to teach in telling of Peter’s deliv- 
erance from prison. Nothing can put us out of the reach of 
our Father’s hand, who is strong to deliver. 


Northampton, Mass. 
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Question Hints 


By Amos R. Wells 
For the Teacher 


EVIEW.—What great, new center of the gospel’s influ- 
ence was established as a result of the persecution at 
Jerusalem? What important enlargement of the church took 
place at Antioch? Who was sent from the Jerusalem church 
to Antioch? What helper did Barnabas obtain? How did 
God bless their labors ? 

2. AN AposTLe SLAIN (Acts 12 : 1-4).—The persecution 
that broke out again at Jerusalem attacked whom? What 
James was this? (Matt. 4: 21.) From what two men named 
James is he to be distinguished? (Matt. 10:3; 13: 55.) 
What do you know about the character of this first martyr 
of the twelve? (Matt. 17: 1; 20: 20-24; 26:37; Mark 3: 
175 5: 37-) 

3- AN APOSTLE IMPRISONED (vs. 5, 6).—Why did Herod 
continue the persecution? (v. 3.) What Herod was this? 
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Why did he attack Peter next? Why was not Peter at once 
brought totrial ? (v. 3.) How was he guarded ? (v.4.) Why 
was he watched so carefully? (Acts 5: 19.) On what prom- 
ise of Christ might the church rely in their prayer? (Matt. 28 : 
20.) For what were they doubtless praying ? 

4. FALLEN CHAINS (vs. 7-10).— What other event, like this, 
should have prepared Peter for this experience ? (Acts 5: 19.) 
How may it have happened that the guards saw nothing of all 
this? Why was Peter bidden to make such deliberate prepara- 
tions for departure? What lesson of trust should this escape 
teach us all? (Prov. 29: 25.) 

5. THE ANSWERED PRAYER (vs. .11-17).—Who was this 
Mark? (Col. 4: 10; Mark1:1.) Whatdoyouseein Rhoda 
that is to be imitated? What that is not to be imitated? If 
the disciples were offering true prayers, how did it happen that 
they were astonished at Peter’s appearing? Why did Peter 
restrain their outcry? Who was this James to whom he sent 
them? Why did Peter depart ? 


For the Superintendent 


1. Who put Peter in frison? 2, What was done to pre- 
vent his escape? 3. What did the other Christians of Jeru- 
salem do for Peter? 4. How did God answer their prayers? 
5. How did they themselves receive this answer to their 
prayers? 6. If we are ever in trouble, then, remembering 
this lesson, what shall we do ? 

Boston, Mass. 
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Questions to be Answered in Writing 


1. By whom had Peter been put into prison? 2. In what 
way was he bound andguarded? 3. Whatdid ‘ the church ” 
do for Peter while he was in prison? 4. In what way did 
Peter show his confidence in the angel of the Lord? 5. What 
did Peter do after his deliverance? , 

S&* These questions are given also in The Scholar’s Magazine, They 
occupy a full page opposite the lesson to which they refer, and blank space 


is allowed for the written answers. Send for free specimen copy to 
John D. Wattles & Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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MAN'S EXTREMITY, 
WITH js 
| [ne 
RIENDS FAILING, 
AITH ALTERING, 


IS 
GOD'S OPPORTUNITY, 


LORD, INCREASE OUR FAITH. 


OWERS ONSPIRE 
THOUGH EOPLE LAMOR 
THE RISON ONFINES ¢ 


PRAY WITHOUT CEASING. 








WHAT 


** Men ought always to pray, and not to faint.’’ 
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Hints for Lesson-Hymns 


“In some way or other the Lord will provide.” 
** How firm a foundation." 

“ Keep on praying.” 

” He leadeth me, oh, blessed thought !"’ 

“We are more than conquerors.”’ 

"A blessing in prayer.” 

‘Child of God, be not discouraged.” 

** God's holy church-siall triumph.”’ 


Ka 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By H. B. Tristram, D.D., LL.D., F.R.S. 


- ETER was SLEEPING BETWEEN Two So.piers, Bounp 

witH Two Cuains.’’—This was in accordance with 
the Roman mode of imprisonment, even before trial. In 
fact, imprisonment was rarely employed as a punishment; for 
minor offenses, scourging, and for greater, amongst which 
their harsh code included many which we should consider 
trivial, death in various forms, was inflicted, while political 
offenders, if not executed, were banished. Imprisonment as 
a‘ punishment would have been considered far too costly. 
Any arrested person, if of sufficient importance, was consigned 
to the charge of four quaternions of soldiers, consisting of four 
men each. These relieved each other every three hours, and, 
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of the four on guard, one was stationed out- 
side; and gnother inside, the dungeon, while 
the other two were chained to the right and 
left arm of the prisoner, sleeping or waking. 
Harsh as this treatment of an uncondemned 
man may appear, it was far less cruel than the 
system, or, rather, want of system, which ex- 
isted, and still exists, in Eastern countries. I 
visited many prisons in Turkey, Morocco, and 
China. All that I have seen were loathsome 
dungeons, only ventilated by an iron-grated 
window, round which the prisoners crowded, 
all manacled, and left to perish by starvation 
but for the kindness of their friends and of the 
charitable, who supplied them with food 
through the grating. I have seen a dozen 
prisoners thus huddled together in one dun- 
geon, and struggling like hungry dogs for the 
food passed in by visitors. Of course, surrep- 
titious payments to the jailer cap secure 
amelioration, Often the most innocent re- 
main the longest, for, when the evidence is 
known to be weak, there is no disposition to 
bring the case to a speedy trial. It is difficult 
for those who know only the prison arrange- 
ments of Christian countries to realize the 
horrors of these Eastern dungeons, 

‘*TuEe Door or THE GATE.’’—The house 
was evidently one of the better class, with 
the gate opening into a little courtyard, round 
which were the rooms. This gate was, of 
course, fastened, and the maid, who would be 
stationed in a small room close to it (the por- 
ter’s lodge), would always inquire who was 
there before opening the door, This custom 
is illustrated by many allusions in the Gospels. 


The College, Durham, England. 
es 
By the Rev. William Ewing 


**GIRD THYSELF, AND BIND ON THY SAN- 
DALS. . . . CAST THY GARMENT ABOUT THEE,”’ 
—These are precisely the actions of an Ori- 
ental preparing to go forth to-day. “While 
remaining indoors, voluntarily or otherwise, it 
adds to comfort to loosen the girdle and allow 
the draperies to flow easily, while what corre- 
spond to the sandals, the shoes, are left at the 
door on entering. The outer cloak, or ‘add’, 
commonly of goats’ hair, is thrown aside. 
Some have the picture of the apostle, his 
limbs freed from the manacles, tightening his 
girdle, thrusting his feet into the straps of the 
sandals, and throwing his wide cloak over his 
shoulders, to step forth with the angel. 

‘THe IRON GATE THAT LEADETH INTO 
tHE City.’’— Perhaps a suggestion of what 
is meant by the ‘‘ iron gate ’’ may be found in 
the great door by which you enter the fortress 
of Acre from the shore. The entrance is 
strongly guarded, and the door of thick wood 
is covered by heavy plates of iron, attached by 
stout bolts which pass through the wood, and 
are riveted on the other side. The door- 
posts and lintels are similarly armed with iron. 

** Ruopa,’’—This name, signifying ‘‘ rose,’’ 
has its like in modern Arabic, Wardeh, the 
feminine of ‘‘rose.’’ This custom of naming 
the daughters of the house after the most beau- 
tifal objects in nature is from of old. Thus 
we have Hadassah (‘‘ Myrtle ’’), Susannah 
(**Lily’’), Tamar (‘‘Palm-tree’’), Dorcas 
(**Antelope’’). In Arabic you have such 
names as Nejmeh (‘‘a star’’), Lulu (‘‘a 
pearl ’’), and many others. 


Edgbaston, Birmingham, England. 
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Sociological Notes 
By President Robert E. Thompson, S.T.D. 


HE story of Peter’s deliverance gives as | 


a glimpse into the social life of the apos- may not be used, and there is no power so 
tolic churches. Christianity, even more than | potential as prayer. 


Judaism, was a social religion. Paganism 
was not so. The temples of their gods were 
no places of assembly. The only religious 
gatherings they knew were processions of 
priests, or of a family or tribe to some annual 
act of sacrifice. The Romans were puzzled 
by the Christian idiosyncracy in this matter. 
**Even if these Galileans did worship Christ 
asa God, why must they meet every week— 
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every day even—for the purpose? Why not 
keep the matter within the bounds their pagan 
neighbors accepted? Did not all this meet- 
ing and assembling carry with it danger to 
the state?’’ The earliest Roman code for- 
bade such a nocturnal assembly as this at 
Mary’s house, under pain of death. It al- 
lowed of no popular assemblies but such as the 
magistrates summoned and presided over. 

But the life of the Christian congregation 
was too full of tender obligations to mutual 
care and helpfulness for Christians to dis- 
pense with constant meetings, which were 
spontaneous andinevitable, They were prac- 
tically brothers and sisters of a larger family 
than the natural household, and they must 
look into each other’s faces, Their Lord had 
laid upon them daily duties toeach other, such 
as washing one another’s feet in the spiritual 
sense, They could discharge these only in 
fellowship. Trey had been promised help and 
deliverance to their united prayers when they 
gathered in his name, They were encounter- 
ing daily perils and trials, which drove them 
to such united prayer. The imprisonment and 
peril of Peter caused them such distress that 
they betook themselves to prayer day and night 
for him, After his nocturnal deliverance, he 
made his way to the usual meeting-place, and 
found them busy at their prayers for him. 
They had as yet no building devoted to Chris- 
tian worship, but they did not wait for that. 
They gathered in private houses, in this case 
in the house at Gethsemane where their Lord 
had been welcomed, in whose olive-garden he 
had prayed, and in whose precincts he had 
been arrested. It was then, as before, the 
home of Mary, the mother of John Mark, 
afterwards the evangelist. Here all met on 
the footing of brotherhood in Jesus Christ. 
Rhoda, though but a servant to tend the door, 
shall speak her mind that it is Peter, and not 
let the company silence her testimony to what 
she knew. 

Out of these house assemblies grew the later 
basilicas, The open courtyard became the 
nave of the basilica; the pillared corridors at 
each side, the aisles, The doorway in which 
the preacher had stood became the apse or 
chancel. Churches meeting in houses are fre- 
quently mentioned in early Christian literature, 
and recent discovery has laid bare the house 
of Priscilla, in Rome, which was thus used, 

Philadelphia, 
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Lesson Summary 


EROD sees. a new path to popularity. 
His martyrdom of James took so well 

that he marks Peter as his next victim, and 
keeps him closely imprisoned. When the pass- 
over solemnities are ended, Peter is to die. 
His last night is come. He is chained to two 
soldiers, keepers are before his cell door, be- 
yond the outer wards the great iron gate is 
shut. But yonder, in Mary’s house, the 
church is praying. From yonder heavens an 
angel starts in answer to these prayers. Peter 
is asleep... The angel comes to him; the cell 
is‘ all alight ; he wakes Peter; bids him rise 
and dress ; his chains fall off ; dazed by what 
is done Peter follows ; out of the cell he goes, 
past the first ward, past the second, through 
the outer gate, along a siczeet, and the angel 
disappears. Peter collects his thoughts, re- 
alizes what God has done, goes to Mary’s 
house, knocks; enters after some delay, tells 
what has happened, sends word to James, 


passes into temporary concealment, 
_~ 


Added Points 


There is no emergency so dire that prayer 


When God arises for his saints, chains, 


Writing ; 





locks, and bars are of no avail. ‘* Of its own | 
accord ’’ each falls, or opens, at the coming of 
Omnipotence. 

When earnest and persistent prayer has | 
gone to God, why should its answer bring sur- 
prise? ‘* Ask, and ye shall receive.’’ 

Rhoda’s ready service immortalized her 
name and deed, though no such thought was 


hers. But life abounds in splendid oppor- 
tunities. 

Peter departed into another place where he 
was safe. And Herod too departed at an 
early day to stand before his Judge. 
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Chicago House, 215 Wabash Ave. 76 E. oth St., 


LIVING HYMNS 


ea by Hon. John Wanamaker and 
John R. Sweney of the well-known Bethany 
school. Price: $4.80 per doz. ; sample copy, 
mailed, ‘50 cts.; words, 15 cts.; ‘for cornet, $1, 


Puita., Pa., CHICAGO, 
1024 Arch St. J. J. HOOD 940 W. Madison St. 
UPLIFTING SONGS 7% latest and best book 
vivals, and Sabbath-schools. me 


men pages free. THE JO N CHU Uk RCH COMPANY, 


Cincinnati—New York—C soi, 





N.Y. 











SEND 15c. for a copy of ‘‘Gathered Gems."’ 
selections ; the latest songs by the authors of “ Throw 
ut the Life- Line,’ * and wus Leads. Address, 
Ufford-Clements Co., Lock Box 674, Binghamton, N.Y. 





Websters International 


The One Great Standard Fo al 


So wettge Hon. D. J. B 


ustice U. 8. éaprems Court. 


Dictionary 
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An Introduction to the History of the Church of 


- d. By Henry Wakeman. 
rae a pp. je New York :. The Macmil- 
lan Co. $2.) 


Learned and unlearned have longed for 
a satisfactory history of the Church of 
England. Perry's volumes are veracious 
enough, but not vivacious. Green's Short 
History of the English People (Harper & 
Brothers) ever and anon loses the student 
of ecclesiastical history in a maze of so- 
called secular details. Smith and Wace's 
ponderous Dictionary of Christian Biogra- 
phy (London : John Murray) is chiefly for 
the expert, and too costly, besides, for 
the general reader. Mr. Wakeman has 
written a volume as veracious as Ferry’s, 
as interesting as Green's, and useful to 
the beginner and the advanced student 
alike. It is not a chronicle of details, 
but a winsome portrayal of growth. The 
sense of proportion is not maintained un- 
erringly. Maurice and Kingsley surely 
deserve more than a passing word, But 
even after allowing for the extreme 
Churchmanship of the author, the reader 
still has, probably, the best account ever 
given in a single volume of the history of 
the Anglican Church. 


~~ 
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A Boy's Book of Rhyme. By Clinton Scollard. 

feee pp-.53. Boston: Copeland & Day. 

Poetry for children—which is a different 
thing from poetry about children—ought 
to be as fresh, simple, and varied as child- 
hood itself ; and certainly Mr. Scollard’s 
brisk and breezy rhymes are not only 
simple and true, but very musical as well. 
Entirely without pretense, and neither 
being, or claiming to be, great or ambi- 
tious verse, they are worth a dozen of the 
pessimistic and pseudo-artistic booklets 
which, of late, have ventured to pass for 
poetry because of typographical eccen- 
tricity and a ‘strictly limited’’ issue. 
Mr. Scollard has added to household 
cheer because of his pretty and pleasing 
little collection of lyrics. 


B. 


Messages of To-day to the Men of To-morrow. 
By Geo C. Lorimer, D.D., Minister at 
Tremont Temple. (8vo, pp. xii, 463. Phila- 
delphia : American Baptist Publication So- 
ciety. $1.50.) 

Dr. Lorimer’s addresses to young men 
have proved their worth by commanding 
attention when delivered repeatedly before 
such audiences. They deal with life on 
the sides which are sure to present them- 
selves to a young man’s thinking, —suc- 
cess in life, ideals, courage, books, use 
of time, and the like. Dr. Lorimer has 
read widely and to good purpose. _Illus- 
trative facts have stuck to him like burs. 
He quotes abundantly, but rarely a trite 
passage. He holds up high standards in 
a sensible spirit and in a persuasive way. 

OB 

Jerry the Blunderer: A Fable for Children. 

By Lily F. Wessethoeft. . (16mo, illustrated, 


Pp. vi, 255. Boston: Roberts Brothers. 
$1.50.) 


The «blunderer’’ is a good-natured 
terrier, and the tale of his doings, amid 
canine, feline, juvenile, and other com- 
panions, forms the fable,—the moral of 
which is thé duty of pleasantness and 
kindness. The two hundred and fifty- 
five pages of the book lack any strong 
grasp, but they will entertain young chil- 
dren, if read aloud to them ; for, in the 
Successive chapters, something is con- 
stantly happening. The accompanying 
Pictures are from photographs of real dogs, 
kittens, and children. 
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The former retail price of these books was $15.00, and now 
you save $10.00 if you accept at once 


This Marvelous Combination Offer 


It is made for the first time through The Sunday School Times 
to test whether enough of its army of subscribers will make it 
possible to dispose of these 


Great Standard Works for Every Bible 
Student at an Unheard-of Price 


Three Books. sent by mail or by express, 
prepaid, on receipt of $5.00 


The Dictionary of the Bible 


Edited by William Smith, LL.D., Classical Examiner of 
University of London 


Contains 1024 large octavo es printed on excellent paper, finely illus- 
trated, and handsomely and strongly bound in cloth. Contains every 
name in the Bible and Apocrypha of which anything can be said; gives an 
account of each of the books of the Bible ; expiains the civil and religious 
institutions, the $s and ¢ . while many of the longer articles, 
being the results of the most finished scholarship, are complete treatises in 
themselves ; embraces the results of the most successful and approved bibli- 
cal rs and researches, condensed for wide and common use, and 























r ing an P ble aid to ministers, teachers, families, Sunday- 
school superintendents, and Bible readers generally. 

This is, undoubtedly, the best work of its kind in the English language, 
and has no rival in importance for the elucidation of the scenes and facts 


oh xOm Kae inches nved inches of Scripture. 


94X65 e's inches 
Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown’s Bible Commentary 


By Robert Jamieson, D.D., St. Paul's, Glasgow 
ev. A. B. Fausset, AM , St. bert’s, York, and 
vid Brown, D.D:, Professor of y, Aberdeen 
Tt is enriched with the results of learning, the researches of travelers who have visited every region on which the light of revelation originally shone, 
and the sepontry labors of scholars and critics. Far in advance of the older works now in use, this explanatory and practical commentary has been pre- 
pared by eminent divines, distinguished alike for their scholarship and their piety. It combines the critical with the practical and experimental, and 
embodies all the knowledge necessary to keep the reader abreast of the current research and shought of the day, and suffices for the times in which we live. 
Nearly all the writers Scripture, ancient and modern, have been laid under contribution by authors, and what was heretofore scattered throu 
t number of original works will here be found collected and compressed into.one volume. It contains a critical introduction to each book of Scripture. 
jis gives an account of the author, a and comprehensive statement of its contents, the evidence of its genuineness, its history, and a large amount of 
information which the reader could not otherwise obtain without great research. Notes,—concise, learned, free from verbiage, and easily understood,—con- 
stitute the body of the work. They account for and explain apparent discrepancies, whether in history, chronology, or any other department of biblical 
knowledge. Passages of Scripture difficult to be understood, or whose import is not readily apprehended, they elucidate and explain. In the light of 
modern yay and research, they explain the geogre y, natural history, and antiquities of Bible lands. The expository and practical notes show the 
authors to be devout Christians, as well as scholars and divines, and are calculated to promote the more intelligent perusal of the Scriptures and throw a 
new light from the standpoint of faith upon its pages, and assist-abundantly in devout communion with the Word of Life. While this is the most practical 
suggestive, scientific, and popular cqumaprary yet published in this country, its compact form and convenient size, together with the immense amount o 
matter it contains, forming an encyclopedia of biblical knowledge, render it also at once the cheapest and most economical. 


NOTE WHAT GREAT BIBLE STUDENTS SAY OF THE BOOK 


A complete commentary—critical, explanatory, and 
practical—on the Old and New Testaments 






























The Sunday School Times : ‘1 do not know of its equal, within its scope 
and cost, and I believe it will have, as it merits, a very wide circulation, 
and will do great good.”” 

Rev. J. H. Vincent, cape 4 M. E. Church: “This immense book de- 
serves a place on the table of every Bible student, It is the cream of the 
commentaries carefully collected by three eminent scholars.” 


Rev. Philip Schaff, D.D., late Professor in Union Theological Semi- 
nary: “* 1 do not hesitate to recommend it to English Bible readers as a 
sound, judicious, devout, and—coysidering the size—comprehensive ex- 
position of the Word of God.” 

Rev. Norman Macleod, D.D.:; “The most practical, suggestive, 
orthodox, and scientific, which has ever beet’ published in this country.”’ 
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The Life and Epistles of Saint Paul 


By the Rev. W. J. Conybeare, M.A., of bridge ; and J. S. Howson, D.D., of Liverpool 


Contains 1014 large octavo pages, many fine illustrations, maps, charts, etc,, is printed on the same quality of r and is the same in size as Smith’s Dic- 
coun? of the Bible, and bound in ee -? Man style. . tis — . het sie 
t 


eloquently portrays the early life, education, conversion teachings, labors, travels, sufferings, perils, persecutions, and missionary career of St. 
Paul, thus constituting a living picture of the great apostle himself, and of the circumstances by which he was surrounded. 
It is not an abridgement, but an exact opens of the greatly improved “ People’s Edition,” prepared with much care and labor, in pursuance of an 
original plan of both writers, “‘ for a wider circle of readers,” aud differs from all other editions by the substitution of English for the Greek, Latin, and 
quotations, 
Remember, please, that this great chance is yours because we want to 
GRAND COMBINATION OFFER try this — of placing these ‘valuable booty ja the hands of the wae 
w can make t st use of them. e are savin to ou @ 
TO BIBLE STUDENTS Pedile rofit and selling cost by appealing directly to you an giving you 
book li ad thelr fi 
sata s t vance on their first _cost. 
THREE STAN DARD BOOKS.... We gua you satisfaction. These three books are excellently 


made in every respect, and are handsomely and strongly bound in cloth of 
uniform style. If, after receiving them, you are not satisfied, you can return the books within ten days to us, and we will ‘cheerfully refund 
your pooner. We know this is one of the grandest chances to get for a little investment three of the greatest books ever published for the helpful in- 
struction of Bible readers. We take this way of trying to prove it to the readers of The Sunday School Times. 


HOW TO SEND THE $5.00.—Write your name and address plainly, and send the $5.00 to us by mail in the way safest and most convenient for 
you, and we will forward these three great books, weighing about fourteen pounds, by mail, postpaid, or by express, paid. 


Established 1566. As to our reliability, can refer to any commercial agency. 


CRANTON & CO., Publishers, Hartford, Conn. 
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The Lewis Phonometric 
Method (Registered at Pat. Office.) 


mering. A practical and scientific treatise on the 
Cause and Correction of Speech Defects, by Grorce 
Anprew Lewis, who stammered for more than 20 years. 
Sent free, with full particulars regarding treatment, to any 
reader of The Sunday Bae my Times. 
tisement at once (enclosing six cents to cover e 
and you wil! receive in addition to the above a oer 
souvenir containing 25 half-tone engravings interesting 
to every stammerer. 
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THE LEWIS SCHOOL FOR STAMMERERS, Dept. w., Detroit, Mich. 
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Hints on 
Child-Training 


By H. Clay Trumbull 


7~ 





»ovou STAMMER? 


For the permanent cure of 
Stammering 
and Stuttering 


and all other forms of 
utterance of speech and articulation 


Write for our roo page book, The Origin of Stam- 


rweweerrrerere 


+ 


This work is the ripest result of 
the lifetime study and experience of 
a Christian educator in the sphere 
of the home training of children, as 
distinct from their teaching in the 
week-day school or the Sunday- 
school. Every precept in its pages 
has been tested by the principles of 
Christian philosophy, and by actual 
experiment in more than one gen- 
eration of little ones. 

A book of over 300 pages (7% X5% 
inches), cloth, gilt top. Price, $1.00. For 
sale by booksellers, or mailed, postpaid, 
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by the publishers. 








for Positions 
‘**Do not Stammer”’ Soe eho as SERVICE SCHOOL, 
’ Mitchell, Phila.» Pa., Dr. Horatio = ae —— a . - : 








John D. Wattles & Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, Phila., Pa; 
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The Sunday School Times 


‘Philadelphia, April 10, 1897. 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
* second-class matter.”” 
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Terms of Subscription 


The Sunday School Times is published weekly 
at the Seeing rates, for either old or new subscribers. 
These rates include postage : 


One Copy, one year 
One copy, five years, full payment in advance . 


To Ministers, Missionaries, and Theological Stu- 
dents. $1.00 a year, or $4.00 for five years, full payment 


in advance, 
SCHOOL CLUBS 


Any school or any set of teachers, or of scholars, will 
be supplied with as many copies as may be desired, at 
the following yearly club rates: i 

‘or any number of copies (more than one) mailed to 
individual addresses, - 00 each. 

For five or more copies 1” a package to one address, 

cents each. package thus sent is addressed to one 
person only, and no names can be written or printed on 

separate rs. 

The oars fie 6 club may be ordered sent partly to 
individual addresses, at $1.00 each, and peer in ope. 

to one address, at fifty cents each, when so desired. 
ihe papers for a club should all go to one post-office, 
although in cases where a portion of the teachers of a 
school get their mail matter from one post-office, and 
others in the same school get theirs from another, the 
pers will be sent accordingly. This applies to package 
clubs at fifty cents per copy, to.the extent that large 
kages may be divided into 
or more copies each, if desired. 3 

Free Copies. ne free copy, additional, will be 
allowed for every ten copies paid for in a club of either 
character. The free copies for package clubs cannot 
well be sent separately, bu: willbe included in the pack- 


smaller packages of five 


age. 

"Additions may be made at any time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered, and the rate to be the pro- 
portionate share of the yearly club rate. 

Schools that are open during only a portion of the 

ear, may subscribe at club rates for such a length of 

me as the pepers may be required. 
Change of “Address. pn ye igre the 
is mailed, separately, at the rate of $1.50 or $1.00 
year, can have the address changed at any time with- 
out charge. Members of package clubs donot have 
this privilege, but can have a copy transferred from a 
package to a separate address at the rate of one cent 
per week for the unexpired time of the subscription, 
when it has over six months to run. When it has but 
six months or less to run, the cost to change is twenty- 
five cents to the eud of the euhecrigtion, f a package 
club subscriber intends to change his or her address for 
a few weeks only, we will mail an extra copy, as long as 
» at the rate of three cents per week. 
Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
chenged should be careful to name, not only the post- 

ice to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

If a club subscription is renewed by some other per- 
son than the one who sent the previous subscription, 
such person will oblige the publishers by stating that the 
club Ke subscribes for takes the place of the one formed 
last year by —— 

The paper will not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
} 4 time paid for, unless by special request. ‘The papers 

a club will invariably be discontinued at the Cte 

tion of the subscription. 
je early. 

tnough copies of any one issue of the pa’ 


Renewals should therefore be 


upon application. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rates, which include postage : 

One copy, one year, 8 shillings 

‘Two or more copies, one year, 6 shillings each 

To ministers and missionaries, 
for one or more copies, 6 shillings each 

To secure the above rates for two or more copies 
the papers must be ordered at one time, and they will 
be sent either singly to the individual addresses, orina 
oy to one address, whichever may be preferred by 
he subscribers. 

For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscribers. 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
P. O. Box 1550. 


—_—_—— 
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HIRES 
Rootbeer? 


The popping of a 
cork from a bottle of 
Hires is a signal of 
good health and 
sure. 
old folks like to hear 


—the children can’t 

resist it. 
Rootbeer 

is composed of the 


very ingredients the 
stem juires. 








aper to enable 
all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be sent free, | 
| 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A good idea 


is to keep some Pearline 
ina sifter, ready to use for 


floor-washing, dish-washing, etc., 


etc, 


You sprinkle a little over the 


floor, for instance, and then just wash 


it over with a wet cloth. 


See how 


much more convenient to use than soap, 
to say nothing of the easier work ! 
If you're buying and using Pearline 
simply for washing clothes, and not for 
all kinds of washing and cleaning, 
you're cheating yourself out of a great 
deal of comfort and economy. 








Scrofula is a word you 
don’t quite undggstand, but if 
you talk with your doctor, 
he will tell you that it is 
generally believed to be due 
to the same cause which 
gives rise to Consumption. 
It appears mostly in those 
who are fat-starved and thin, 
usually in early life. A 
course of treatment of Scott’s 
Emulsion with the Hypo- 
phosites wherever Scrofula 
manifests itself, will prevent 
the development of the dis- 
ease. Let us send you a 


book. Free. 


SCOTT & BOWNE, Chemists, New York, 








setting easy,printed 

rules. Send stamp 

for catalog, presses 
Cards, cire-|and supplies, to the 
ulars, with |factory. 


$5 Press and) KELSEY & CO. 
save money:!Meriden, - Conn. 


Make money print- 
Blin for others. Our 
$x8 press prints a 

y newspaper. ‘l'ype- 





$20 Bicycle 
Bieyele on Earth “ $32.00 
anywhere ©.0.D. with privi- 
lege to examine. No money in advance. Buy direct from 
manufacturers, save mts and dealers — 
illustrated catalogue free. Address (in full), 
CashBuyers’Union,162 W.VanBurenSt.B182Chicago 


600 SECOND HAND BICYCLES 
AUmakes Gooe as New, 85 to on 


New Grade guaran 
B18 to B25. Must be out, Agents 


75 ‘Maywood’ Simplest, Stro: 
funy pms g Ship 








ted. Write for at 
E_B Mead Gycte Co.,Wabash Av. Chicago 





20 Years 
Expcricnce 


in cycle building 
has made 


POPPA LDP DPD DLA 


Bicycles 


Unequalled 
Unapproached 


STANDARD OF THE WORLD 
% 


Hartford Bicycles 
$75, $60, $50, $45 
a 
POPE MFG. CO., Hartford, Conn. 


Catalog free from dealer ; or by mail 
for one two-cent stamp. 


~~. 





Puta 
PPI 














History made 





That is the Price 


INDIANA BICYCLE CO. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
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of 96, greatly improved and as 
good as most $100 wheels, sells 
for. Tried and true—a popular 
wheel at a popular price. 


We have also produceda new 


and expensively mad h 

this year, equity with the $7 
only perfect arings yet 
made. Its price is 


Catalogue Free, 


rhe ae < '£66446464664666444 
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Writeto-day. Catalogue 


ces 
every state. Higben awards at W 
Pree. LIANCE CARRIAGE CO., 264 
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oO e ces. 30 
Write at once for new beauuifeily tee 
ing latest styles in large variety 


from a $10 cart to 

a figures. Testimonials from «,- 

ds Fairand Atlanta Exposition. “4 so 
East Court Street, Cincinnati, Ohio. 





The Release 


[By James Drummond Burns.] 


HE apostle slept ; a light shone in the prison ; 
An angel touched his side ; 
“ Arise,"’ he said ; and quickly he hath risen, 
His fettered arms untied. 


The watchers saw no light at midnight gleaming, 
They heard no sound of feet ; 

The gates fly open ; and the saint, still dreaming, 
Stands free upon the street. 


So, when the Christian's eyelid droops and closes 
In nature's parting strife, 

A friendly angel stands where he reposes, 
To wake him up to life. 


He gives a gentle blow, and so releases 
he spirit from its clay ; 
From sin's temptations and from life’s distresses 
He bids it come away. 


and from its darksome mansion, 

takes its silent flight, ' 

And feels its freedom in the large expansion 
Of heavenly air and light. 


It rises up. 


Behind, it hears Time's iron gates close faintly: 
It now is far from them ; 
For it has reached the city of the saintly— 
he New Jerusalem. 


A voice is heard on earth of kinsfolks weeping 
e loss of one they love ; 
But he has goer where the redeemed are keeping 
A festival above. 


The mourners throng the way, and from the 
steeple 
The funeral bell tolls slow ; 
But on the golden streets the holy people 
Are passing to and fro, 


And saying, as they meet, ‘‘ Rejoice.: another, 
ng waited for, is come ;"’ 
The Saviour's heart is glad ; a yofinger brother 
Hath reached the Father's home. 


CD 
A Backwoods Philosopher 


[From the Atlantic Monthly.] 


HE philosophic mind must have a 
theory. Though the man may live 
in ignorance, he will make an effort 

to understand the universe. 

In the town where I sojourn in summer, 
one-fourth of the signatures to the mort- 
gages on file in the clerk's office are made 
with a cross. An earnest, industrious 
man, intelligent in many things, but 
knowing almost nothing of books or fig- 
ures, is the philosopher of the neighbor- 
hood. Years ago he took up the idea 
that there is some profound connection 
between numbers and the sounds of lan- 
guages, He believes the sounds are 
based upon numbers; and he believes 
that our alphabet of twenty-six letters is 
based upon the nine digits. To prove 
his theory, he numbers the letters of the 
alphabet as they stand in the usual order, 
and then proceeds to apply the numbers 
to words. Thus, the word second (the 
sixtieth part of a minute) is presented as 
an example, showing how the words re- 
lating to time conform to his theory. We 
are asked to notice that s is the nine- 
teenth letter of the alphabet, ¢ the fifth 
letter, ¢ the third, o the fifteenth, » the 
fourteenth, and d the fourth. If now we 
add these numbers, we have 19+5+3+ 
15+14+4=60. And that is because 
there are sixty seconds ina minute. ‘Do 
you see that ?"’ 

In the same way the word day (4+1+4 
25+) counts thirty. And that is because 
there are thirty days in a month. ‘Is 
that clear ?"’ 

Again, the word week (23 + 5 + 5+11) 
counts forty-four. That is because there 
are four weeks in a month. The dou- 
bling of the four.(44) is merely emphatic. 
‘* Is that satisfactory ?"’ 

Again, there are four weeks in a month, 
and as the week is forty-four, we get for 
the month four; forty-four (4, 44),—that 
is to say, three fours in line. If now we 
add these three fours (4+4+4) we get 
twelve. And that is because there are 
twelve months in the year. ‘Is that 
conclusive ?’’ 

Here the philosopher's demonstration 
becomes hazy, but he still pursues it with 
great earnestness, citing many examples 
in his determination to subdue the uni- 
verse to his theory. He scales the heav- 
ens, and speaks of the great sun-clock 
of time, and uses many high-souriding 
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theory will illustrate : yi ot 
The letter / is the great meridian of 


sound and of time, because it is the mid- 
dle letter of the alphabet. 
thirteen, and that-number is 
great meridian, reckoning on the scale of 
sound and on the scale of time. If now 
we start in the sky, directly in the zenith, 
and strike our meridian downward, we cut 
the earth through its diameter and pass 
down to the sky below. We thus get four 
places of contact, where the meridian cuts 
the sky and the earth ; that is, the sky 
above, the upper surface of the earth, the 
lower surface of the earth, and the sky be- 
low. We may term these four cuttings 
four meridians. And four meridians (four 
times thirteen) make fifty-two. And that 
is because there are fifty-two weeks in the 
«Ts not this, as seen on the face 
of the great sun-clock of time, conclu- 
sive ?"’ es 

But the philosopher does not limit the 
application of his theory to the terms re- 
lating to time. He applies it to many 
subjects. Governed only by the rules of 
circumbendibus, his method is extremely 
flexible : it is as unlimited as the count- 
less changes that numbers can be made to 
produce. He finds a very rich field in 
history. The names of ancient kings are 
made to agree with the dates when they 
were living and reigning. But above all 
else the great names and events of the 
Bible are ‘‘ figured out,’’ and the book is 
proved to be true by his system. It is 
_ mteresting to'see and hear the philosopher 
in meetings held for religious purposes, 
as he expounds the story of the ark, show- 
ing that it was not made of common 
wood, but of prophetic timber.  “‘ Bear 
with me, brethren,’’ he pleads, as his 
friends become restive and seem about to 
stop him. He has been sternly dealt 
with, but will not be silenced, Year -by 
year he proceeds with the development of 
his philosophy. He persists in calling 
any number that can be divided by two a 
square, and any number that can be di- 
vided by three a cube, and misuses terms 
to such an’ extent that his neighbors do 
not understand him. Butt years: do not 
abate his zeal. He feels that deep. down 
at the foundations of the universe there is 
an agreement between the nine digits and 
the twenty-six letters which must be re- 
cognized. He demands as aright that his 
system shall be taught in the schools, as 
the foundation of all the sciences. He is 
finding more and more hints of wonderful 
meanings in the names of the heavenly 
bodies and the ‘‘cubes and squares’’ of 
the flexible process by which he “ solves 
them.’’ There is to his mind some 
meaning not yet known in that ‘‘ peculiar 
word ‘cubit,’’’ because of its relation to 
the word ‘‘cube,’’ and he regards with 
interest that strange ‘‘island they call 
Cuba."’ 

It has been facetiously suggested that 
this philosopher's view explains how it is 
that so much difficulty is experienced in 
bringing about a reform in spelling. It is 
not easy to change that which is mortised 
into the foundations of the universe. 






































Try it on your Cycle Chain, 
L. PRESCOTT & CO., Now York, 
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The after-dinner task of dish-washing loses its 
terrors, and all household cleaning is accom- 
plished quickly and easily by the use of 


Opust 


Largest package—extra value. 
THE N. K. FAIRBANK COMPANY, 
Chicago, St.Louis, NewYork, Boston, Philadelphia. 
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The Standard of Excellence = 
The average woman cannot discriminate justly between 


machines, so far as their mechanical construction is 
concerned, but she can always wisely judge their work. 


THE ESSENTIAL QUALITIES OF A FAMILY SEWING- 
MACHINE ARE MOST PERFECTLY COMBINED IN... 


SIMPLICITY— 


so it can be easily so that it will wear 
adjusted, and won’t the longest with the 
get out of order. least repairs. 





SPEED— STYLE— 


so that it will do the so that it will be 
most work with the an ornament to the 
least effort. home. 

. 


SINGER WORK IS ALWAYS GOOD WORK. 
This is why Singer Machines maintain their supremacy 


all over the world, making the Singer trade-mark a 
reliable guarantee of perfection. . . .. « « 


THE SINGER MANUFACTURING Co. 


OFFICES IN EVERY CITY IN THE WORLD. 





H. W. JOHNS’ ASBESTOS — 
aaa LIQUID PAINTS 


THE STANDARD PAINT FOR STRUCTURAL PURPOSES 


Pamphlet, “‘ Suggestions for Exterior Decoration,” sample card, and descriptive price-list, free by mail. 





| Asbestos Roofing, Building Felt, Steam Packing, Boiler Coverings, Fire-Proof Paints, etc. Asbestor 


Non-Conducting and Electrical Insulating Materials. 


H. W. JOHNS MANUFACTURING CO. 
r ad, -«-87 MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK... 
CHICAGO: 240 & 242 Randolph St. PHILADELPHIA: 170 & 172 North 4th St. BOSTON: 77 & 79 Pearl St. 
neous Chocolate—doesn’t 


AMERICAN FIRE | DON’T BOIL Ses cheesmte “tom 


Insurance Company. Lars 
Office, Company’s Building, with boiling water or maith. Sold everywhere 
308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. | — —- 


Binders 
oeFOC e+ 
The Scholar’s Magazine 


Thousands of subscribers have 
found a binder a great conveni- 








Whitman's Instanta- 
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CASH CAPITALS occcccccccsceeeeeoees ..-ss1s§00,000-00 
Reserve for Reinsurance and all 


BB wos rococo -sovesscrcescoecenees 1,560,056. : 
Surplus over ail Liabilities," — ren ence for the preservation of The 
TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 187. Sunday School Times, and it may 


be that other thousands Will te 
glad to learn that we are now pre- 
pared to furnish a similar binder 
for The Scholar's Magazine. 

The binder is a handsome one 
—full cloth, stiff sides, stamped in 
gold, and is sold at the low price 
of 30 cents, postpaid. 


John D. Wattles & Co. 
103: Wainut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


$2,.525,790.96. 
THOS. H. MONTGOMERY, President. 
CHAS. P. PEROT, Vice-President, 
RICHARD MARIS, Sec. and Treas. 
WM. F. WILLIAMS, Asst. Sec. 
WM. B. KELLY, Geni. Agt. 
DIRECTORS : 
Thos. 3. Montgomery, 


Israel Morris, 
Pemberton S. Hutchinson, 
Alexander Biddle, 

John S. Gerhard. 


Charles P. Perot, 
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on improved farms in Red River 





8} IN GOLD NET to investors on five-year first 





frortasges 
Valley, North Dakota. 14 years in business. 
Write me. J. H. McCo vouch, Milton, N. Dak. 
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Food for the Baby 


If mother can’t nour- 
ish it; if it is pale 
and thin, try 


Sonat, 


Milk. 


Somatose is a powder made from the most 
nourishing elements of meat, and used in 
proper proportion with sterilized milk forms 
the best substitute known for mother’s milk. 
Send for formula, mailed free. 

At druggists, im 2-02", Y%, % and 1 ib. tins. 
Also the following combinations, Somatore-Biseuit, Soma- 
tose-Coc 
pe Om, ia Waa canes —_ containing 10 per 
Pamphlets matled by Schieffelin & Co., New 
for Parbenfabriken - J, Wiede. Bayer & Con. Btboepo. 
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9) More Good Things Can 
be lade withWheatiet than‘ 
from any other Cereal Food.: 
It is an economical food, and § 
when served as a breakfast mush, * 
costs less than one cent for § 
each person. 

If your grocer does not keep it, 
eend us his name ard your or- 
der—we will see that you are 
supplied. 

Send for Booklet. 

The genuine made 
only by the 
Franklin Mills Co., 

Lockport, N. Y. 
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SPENCERIAN PENS 


WRITE WELL WEAR LONG 
ONCE TRIED ALWAYS USED 


Samples sent on receipt of 
return postage — 2 cents, 





ARE NOT TO BE WASHED. 
Made of fine cloth in all styles. 

When soiled, reverse, wear again, then discard. 
Ten collars or five pairs of cuffs for 25 cents. 
They look and fit better than any other kind. 

ASK THE DEALERS FOR THEM. 
pan Be at the stores send as conte Be 

and cuffs, naming s a 

A trial invariably results in Jw drove oon 
Collar Oo.,81 Franklin St, NewYork 
















NEILL’S 


6th Avenue, 20th to 2ist Street, New York. 
Largest importers and dealers in Dry Goods, Millinery, 
etc., in the United States. Send for samples and prices. 








WALL PAPER 
Samples Free 


Don't fail to write us for samples of our beautiful 
papers, if you think of papering this spring. 

We have over 1,000 new desiens to select from, and 
can sell direct to you at the lowest prices. 

Tell us what rooms you're going to paper, and about 
the price you will pay, and we will send the most sdft- 
able patterns. 

Each sample marked in plain figures 


Anthony Mills Co. 
914 Walnut Street, Philadetphia 


Al L PAPER 3c. to 50c, a roll. 
Send 8 cts. for roo fine 

samples. $1 will buy 

handsome paper and border for a large room. 
Thos. J. Myers, 1206 Market St., Phila. Pa. 








Salat So hak Church Furnishings 
THE GREAT CHURCH 
For electric, €:; or oils Send 


dimensions. 9k of Light and 


estimate free. L P. Pri nk, 5st Rear! St., New York. 
CHURCH ORGANS 
Hook & Hastings Co. 
Boston, Mass. 
Church Plans. 5.1 >. Price Ball & Co., Station F,Phila, Pa. 
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Bellis. 


eunders Largest Bell in America 





































































































































THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


April 10, 1897 


India’s Pitiful Cry for Bread! 
Eighty Millions of Starving Men, Women, and Children Appeal to Christian America for Help. 


“For God's sake encourage whatever our 
ople may be inclined to do to help save 
e perishing people around us.” 
Rev. T. S. JOHNSON, 
American Missionary at Jabalpur 


“Scores of emaciated forms are lying 
about under the trees and at the roadside 
dying. The bodies are picked up by the 
sw rs. Our hands and our hearts are 
full. ‘The famine is spreading all over India 
and our Christians need help. One hundred 
and eight out of one thousand died during 
January in our poor sheds. They were so 
weak that food and medical aid could not 
save them.” Rev. J. O. DENNING, 

Missionary at Narsingpur. 


“The Famine in India is an awful fact. 
One who has never seen a starved person 
cannot imagine how such an one looks, It 
is difficult to believe that he is human. The 
head is out of proportion, the legs and arms 
are like sticks, the skin looks like —— 
parchment and is generally covered wit 
sores. It is ceomaie tage: yr I to hear the piti- 
ful cries and moans of the children, and to 
see the sad and anxious and hopeless faces 
of the adults. What you do for the salva- 
tion of those dying multitudes must be 
done NOW.” Rev. E. S. Hume, 

American Board Missionary in India. 
* ¥ * . 

The greatest calamity of this cen- 
tury is now taking place in India. 
Successive failure of crops resulting 
from repeated failure of rains have 
brought eighty millions of human 
beings to the very verge of starva- 
tion, and unless help comes speedily 
to their relief, millions upon millions 
must die for lack of food. The famine 
of to-day rages with even greater 
intensity than did the famine of 1877, 
when six millions starved to death. 

* * » 


“Give us bread, give us bread, 
or we perish,” is the pitiful cry which 
‘comes from far-off India to Christian 
America. Mothers frantically press- 
ing the emaciated little forms of dar- 
ling children to their parched breasts, 
as if by embrace to keep the feeble 
spark of life from becoming wholly 
extinct, wives whose hearts are 
breaking as they see the bread- 
winner of the family growing weaker 
and weaker day after day, without 
, of relief, and husbands 
whose looks of hopeless agony speak 
louder than words of the terrible 
dread and apprehension that fill their 
hearts, are straining their eyes in the 
direction of this country, whence 
hail the missionaries who have told 
them the beautiful story of one Jesus, 
who went about doing good, who fed 
the multitudes, and whose followers 
in this blessed country are walking 
in the footsteps of their Master. 


And shall they look to us in 
vain? Shall we shut up the bowels 
of our compassion and tell them that 

money and American 
grain are for Americans only; that 
religion is one thing and charity an- 
other? Or shall we open up our 
hearts, our purses and our granaries 
to them, and bid them in the name 
of our blessed’ Master share with 
us the bounties of our Heavenly 
Father’s goodness ? 


The picture on this page is from 
a photograph taken in India, and 


a 


T:xe Sunday School Times intends to admit only advertisements that are trustworthy. Should, however, an advertisement of a 
the publishers will refund to subscribers any mency that they lose 


truthfully represents a suffering 
family in the famine-stricken district. 
It is almost too sad to print, yet it is 
but one of hundreds of thousands of 
similar scenes. Now to put flesh on 
these dry bones, blood in these 
parched veins, vitality in these-en- 
feebled bodies, and joy and hope in 
these desolate hearts, is your mission, 
and my mission, dear brothers and 
sisters, and may God grant that with 
alacrity we avail ourselves of this 
great opportunity of doing good in 
our mer’s name. 


Something has already been done 
by Christian America. The readers 
of THE CHRISTIAN HERALD, 
recently cabled Thirty Thousand 
Dollars. and with this money forty- 
six relief stations, each manned by a 
Christian missionary, are being op- 
erated, and thousands of lives are 
being saved: but, of course, this is 
only a mere beginning, and now that 
the way has been opened and. the 
urgent need pointed out, who will 


Two cents a day will sustain the 
life of a man, woman or child for 
one day in India. One dollar will 
keep that life until June, and this 
mite, in addition to the blessed con- 
sciousness of saving a life, may adda 
star to our crowns of rejoicing, for 
that very life, — seeing how 
blessed religion of our glorious Lord 
manifests itself in well-doing—may 
be dedicated to His service, and thus 
a soul be saved! 

Mr. H. St. Dalmas writes from 
Sehore of a vast harvest of souls that 
came through missionary relief ad- 
ministered in the 1877 famine. He 
says that wher the Telegu mission- 
aries fed the people then, 


“Many of the natives wished at once 
to become Christians, or to become 
connected with the religion of those who 
were helping them in their time of need. 
But the missionaries said to them: ‘ Wait 
till the famine is over, and when you are 
no longer dependent upon us, if zee still 
wish to become Christians, we will gladly 
receive you.’ After being thus tested there 
were found to be large numbers who were 
considered to be true converts, and thou- 

















NATIVE VICTIMS OF THE TERRIBLE FAMINE IN INDIA—WHAT WILL YOU DO TO HELP THEM. 


shrink from duty, who can refuse 
to give? India needs our corn. In- 


sands were added tothe church. In one 
oe 2,220 were baptized by immersion, prob- 
ably the largest number on record at one 


dia needs our money. India needs place and time since the day of Pentecost.” 


our sympathy. India needs our love. 
“TL MERES a cry from starving India, 

“Give us bread! Oh, give us bread |” 
Mothers pleading for their children, 


“Let my little ones be fed !” 
land the hot wa 
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dames Clarence Harver in “The Christian Herald.” 


What, then, may we not hope from 
the distribution of the money and 
grain which the readers of this appeal 
will, with open hands .and loving 
hearts, pour out for the relief of India! 


The United States Government 
has already authorized the Secretary 
of the Navy to place at the disposal 
of the India Relief movement, one 
large vessel of 4,000 tons, and 
Congress has just passed a resolution 
to give two more vessels for the same 
purpose, and before this reaches the 
eyes of the readers, loving hearts and 
willing hands will be actively en- 
gaged in loading the vessels and 
preparing them for their mission of 
mercy. Who will send the corn 


needed? Many car-loads are already 
on the tracks, but many more will 
be required. The corn harvest last 
year was 2,283 millions, 875 thousand 
bushels. Is it asking too much when 
we say, “Let us keep the 2,283 mil- 
lion bushels, and let us give to starv- 


the ing India the odd 875 thousand 


bushels.” That would fill six ships, 
and England will give as many ships 
as may be needed to move the corn. 
Let Christian America, with her bles- 
sing and her love, send a fleet of 
relief ships to suffering India, and 


save a whole million of lives. 
7” oa *” * 7 


All may help in this blessed work. 
Every village and every farm com- 
munity, North, South, East aad 
West, should be represented. Local 
committees should be organized. Let 
the farmers, store-keepers, milllers, 
all who can, cach give their quota 
according to their means, and either 
by themselves or co-operating with 
others in the same section, EN- 
DEAVOR TO FILL A CAR WITH 
SACKS OF CORN OR WHEAT 
FOR INDIA. One car-load for each 
town or village community will not 
be too difficult an undertaking. 
When the car is filled, let the Local 
Committee in charge wire THE 
CHRISTIAN HERALD, New York, 
and arrangements will be made for 
connecting it with other cars, and for 


_ warding itto the Seaboard. 
o * * 


We urge every reader of this prper 
to seize this opportunity to place his 
name tpon the roll of life-savers. 


- Every pastor can aid the work by 


putting it before his flock; every Sun- 
day School Superintendent can tell 
his school of the glorious opportunity 
of which they may avail themselves; 
for it is certainly a great thing to 
Save even a single life. Every Sun- 
day School teacher has here a chance 
to make propaganda for the Gospel 
of Christ and Humanity among the 
members of his class;.so also have the 
King’s Daughters, Epworth Leagues, 
Christian Endeavor Societies, Ladies’ 
Aids, Young People’s Unions, and the 
various other church societies. We 
cannot conceive of any nobler work 
than this which brings us in practical 
contact with the keenest suffering, 
and gives us a share in averting so 
great a disaster as is now threaten- 
ing the people of India. 


Every contribution, however small, 
whether of grain or of money, will 
be fully acknowledged in THE 
CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


We ask all to make haste, as this 
is “the King’s business,” and th 
who aid in this Samaritan 
work now will find that what they 
do will prove a source of joy ever after. 


Address, INDIA FAMINE RELIEF WORK, 
The Christian Herald, 160 to 170 Bible House, New York. 


God Help poor India. God bless every giver. God bless and multiply the gifts. 
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